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THE ESSAYS. 



" These Essays principally regard the essential Divinity of 
the Gkeat Redeemeb, and the proof of it is taken 
from the names and titles which are ascribed to him in the 
Bible, and more especially in the Old Testament. This 
method is used partly to show that the ancient believers 
were apprized of his Divine nature, and partly to 
demonstrate (contrary to a strange and ignorant opinion 
which has circulated in these days) that the declarations 
of this Divine Nature in Christ are as positively 
expressed in the one Testament as in the other; both 
members of the Sacred Volume forming one Revelation 
of the truth of God, in prophecy and fulfilment, and 
mutuedly attesting and confirming the whole. Indeed, as 
a valuable writer justly observes, " The New Testament can 
never be understood and explained but by the Old." If 
the names, therefore, which God hath ascribed to his 
Divine Nature, in order to raise proper ideas of himself 
and his grace to men, and which consequently are 
peculiar to the Divine Nature ; if these are by Him or by 
his inspiration applied to the Messiah, they are not and 
cannot be falsely applied. If the titles then are truly his, 
the sense of those titles must as truly belong to him ; and 
consequently he will stand declared to be Jehovah 
with respect to his own proper subsistence, and God and 
Man in one Christ, with respect to his office in the 
redemption of sinners. 

The title "Horce SolitaricB" is prefixed to these 
papers, because they were the retired employment only 
of such parts of the author's time as were disengaged from 



IV PREFACE. 

the duties of a public station, and the subject on which 
they treat was his great consolation under the loss of an 
affectionate and valuable friend. The Divinity and all- 
sufficiency of the Great Redeemer, he found by a little 
experience, to be a source of peace when none could be 
found in aught beside; and he will rejoice even in a 
more perfect state of being, if the solitary hours 
appointed him on earth shall be made useful to others, 
or if those who walk and love to walk in a retired path 
(which, alas ! is too little trod by Christians in this evil 
world) shall find satisfaction in these considerations, 
which afforded a true and solid pleasure to him. 
Experience will, however, testify this great truth, that 
the grace of an Almighty Saviour alone can triumph over 
all exterior circumstances, and when human expectations 
and human aids are at their lowest ebb, can roll in a tide 
of joy which shall never roll back again throughout 
eternity." 



" We have a strong city; salvation will God appoint for 
walls and bulwarks,'* — Isaiah xxvi. 1. 

'•'• Walk about Zunif and go round about her ; teU the towers 
thereof, Mark ye well her bulwarks,^ — Psalm xlviii. 12, 13. 

*' The Lord is my rock, and myfortress, and my deliverer; my 
Godf my strength, in whom I wiM trust; my buckler, and the horn 
of my salvation, and my high towerP— Psalm xviii. 2. 

** And they that know thy name will put their trust in thee : 
for thou. Lord, hast not forsaken them that seek thee," — Psalm 
ix. 10. 

*^ Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord : and the people 
whom he luUh chosen for his own inheritance,** — Psalm 
xxxiiL 12. 

'^ Trust ye in the Lord for ever: for in the Lord Jeboyah 
is everlasting strength,*'— Isaiah xxvi. 4. 



THOUGHTS FOR THE PRESENT HOUR. 



JEHOVAH. 



Ps. Lxvin. 4. 

<< sing unto the Lord, and sing praises unto his 
name: magnify him thai rideth upon the heavens, 
as it were upon an horse, praise him in his name 
JAHy and r^oice before him,** 

We leaxn from the book of Numbers,* that the 
commencement of this sublime and beautiful Psalm 
was made use of bj Moses, whenever the ark was 
lifted up and set forward before the armies of 
Israel in their progress towards the promised land 
of Canaan. '^ Let God arise, and let his enemies he 
scattered, let them also that hate him flee before 
him,** So, in like manner, the Church would cele- 
brate now the praises of her Redeemer, rising from 
* Numbers x. 35. 
B 



2 JEHOYAH. 

the dead, and going before his faithful people to 
the true land of promise— the heavenly Canaan — 
when his enemies, the powers of darkness, sin, and 
death, were scattered, and thej that hated him fled 
before him. In the words of the text we are in- 
vited to magnify with psahns, and hymns, and 
spiritual songs, the glorious Jehovah, ^*^who wasy and 
%8y and is to came;** who, deriving being from none, 
gives it to all, and who, as Redeemer of his people, 
is exalted above the heavens, and all the powers 
therein, acknowledged and glorified by saints and 
angels, feared and trembled at by ungodly men and 
evil spirits. And we learn beyond all doubt from 
the 18th verse in this Psalm, that it is addressed 
expressly to the second Person in the ever-blessed 
Trinity. " Thou hast ascended on high, thou host 
led captivity/ captive : thou hast received gifts for 
men; yea^for the rebellious alsOy that the Lord God 
might dwell among them,*** 

This address is plainly applied by Samt Paul to 
our Saviour ; indeed, of whom else could it be said, 
" Tkau hast ascended on high:** Thou, O Christ, 
who didst descend, from the right hand of the 
Majesty in the heavens, to the lower parts of the 
earth, art again ascended, ^' Thou hast led captivity 
captive.** Thou hast conquered the conqueror, 
bound the strong one, Satan, redeemed human 
nature from the grave, and triumphantly carried 
* £ph. ir. S. Home on the Fsalma. 
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it ynth. thee to the throne of God : Thou hast re- 
ceived gifts for meUy even the promise of the Spirit ; 
art ready to bestow these gifts and graces, even 
upon thy enemies, upon those who have broken 
thy laws ; and of such as these, art willing to form 
thy Church, " That the Lord God may dwell among 
them,** that they may be an ** habitation of God 
through the Spirit/* 

Here then, we have both the Psalmist, and the 
great Apostle,* manifestly uniting to set forth 
together, the spiritual triumph of Christ over his 
enemies, his conversion of those who rebelled 
against him, through the gifts and graces of his 
Spirit ; and the final establishment of his Church 
upon earth : Here we have an instance (of which 
there are countless others) of an exact agreement 
between the Old and New Testament, shewing, 
that the sacred volume forms but one revelation of 
the truth of God, in prophesy and fulfilment, mutu- 
ally attesting and confirming the whole : and since 
a due consideration of every proof which testifies 
of the divinity, and all-sufficiency of the great 
Redeemer, must ever bring with it an assurance of 
peace and consolation to all who truly believe in 
his name, let us take comfort from the striking 
testimony afforded by this remarkable Psalm. The 
whole of it is plainly addressed to one Person, and 
that Person — ^we have just seen — ^is Christ : while, 
in the words of the text, a name is given to him, 
• Eph. iy, 4. 
B 2 



4 JBHOYAH. 

which is the grand, the peculiar, and the incom- 
municable name of God, Jah or Jehovah.* 

This name is never applied to any created being 
throughout the Scriptures, but imports the necessary, 
independent, and eternal existence of the Most 
High ; and had it not pleased him, out of his love 
and pity, to take some other title which signified 
his kindness towards us, the awful name of — 
Jehovah, — ^would only have filled, the soul of fallen 
man with terror ; — ^for if we tried to view him only 
as a Being of infinite holiness and power, ^^who 
made the heavens^ the heaven of heavens^ with all 
their hosty the earth and all things therein^'* we s^ 
sinful creatures, could have had no pleasure in his 
holiness, nor as rebellious creatures, could we have 
felt any delight in his power and justice ; but 
when, as in this Psabn, we are invited also to regard 
him as our Saviour and Redeemer, ascended to the 
throne of his glory, and ready to pour down hea- 
venly gifts even upon those who have rebelled 
against him, then we become endeared to Him, and 
He to us, and all His work of creation and grace 
calls forth our heartfelt joy and admiration. Well 

* Jehovah, Ehjah, and Jah, are names expressive of the 
incommunicable essence — ^not names of oiBce. 

The word Jah stands simply for the Divine essence, or for 
Him, Who is, and Who necessarily must be. 

The name Ehjah occurs no where but in Exodus iii. 14, 
and means, not only Him, who necessarily is, but who neces- 
sarily will be. It regards the future Eternal, and demonstrates 
the immutability of the Divine Existence. 
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therefore, may the Psalmist invite us, to ^' sing unto 
the Lord, and sing praises unto his name, to magnify 
him that rideth upon the heavens, to praise him 
in his name, Jah, or Jehovah, and refoice before 
him.*" 

The word, Jehovah, means in its full signification, 
the past, the present, and the future existence of 
the Eternal ; it has precisely the same meaning 
with that description of his own Divine Being, 
which our ascended Lord gives us in the first 
chapter of the Book of Revelation, eighth verse, ^^ / 
am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the ending, 
saith the Lord, which is, and which was, and which 
is to come, the Almighty.^* The word, Jehovah, 
manifestly denotes, the great source of all things — 
that the whole creation proceeds from, and is 
maintained by, him, that " in him we live, and movCy 
and have our being,^ 

Thus far it is given us to understand, and thus 
far we can form a just, though narrow idea of the 
glorious nature of our Saviour, as Gk)d : — f but men 
cannot more fully comprehend the existence of the 
Divine Being : indeed, how could we expect to do' 
so, when there is not a particle of matter, or the 
simplest property in nature, which does not exceed 
the comprehension of our faculties, and elude our 
utmost investigation ; — and if the wisdom of the 
world cannot fuUy explain the nature of a grain of 
* Bey. i. 8. f Vide Appendix A. 
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sandy or the mode of growth of a single blade of 
grass, or trace the exact principle of life in anj one 
part of the living creation, how can we expect fully 
to find out God ? '* Canst thou by searching find 
out God? Canst thou find out the Almighty to 
perfection f^'* This ignorance, so humiliating to 
the pride of man, should at least teach him a lesson 
of modesty and humility when he would advance 
any speculative opinions relating to the *^High 
and lofty One, that inhabiteth eternity ; " and con- 
strain him to use some caution and moderation of 
language, when treating of this important subject. 
It is never more easy to err f than in the dark, 
and if men reject the light of Jehovah (the revela- 
tion of his will), and choose rather to walk by the 
feeble glimmerings of their own reason, how is it 
possible for them, in the midst of that obscurity of 
which every man must complain, to be sure of 
travelling in the right way ? K the matter transcend 
all human understanding, how can human under- 
standing presume to guide it ? If the subject be 
altogether infinite and Divine, what less than a 
mind entirely infinite and Divine can describe any- 
thing concerning itself, or communicate a just 
description to the creatures ? And if men cannot 
do what is least by specifying the principles of 

* Job xi. 7. 

t Neo periculosius alicubi erratur, neo laboriosius aliqaid 
qusBritur, neo fructuosius aliquid invenitur. — St. Austin. 



sensible olgects, how can thej perfonn what is great- 
est of aU, in explaining those properties of the Divine 
Nature of which sense affords no demonstration ? 

It is a position which no human sophistry can 
-refute, "that God by his name 'JEHOVAH,' hath 
revealed that he independently exists," and it is the 
summit of human wisdom, to receive this testimony 
of Grod concerning his own nature, because, it is 
impossible for him to lie, and of course to deceive 
us, and because on giving credence to his word 
depend all our comfort and happiness both here 
and hereafter. 

Now, this glorious name,* incommunicable to any 
of God's creatures, is applied to each and to aU the 
persons in the sacred Trinity, throughout the 
Scriptures — (to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost) ; 
hence, we may learn, that every person is by him- 
self, both God and Lord. The Son, as Redeemer, 
is expressly spoken of by this name in the sixty- 
third chapter of Isaiah, where He declares himself 

* ** Our translators have usually rendered the name Jehovah 
by the word Lord, which implies power and dominion. But 
as this is so yery inferior to tiie complete idea of the original 
word, and as perhaps no one word in any lai^age can oonyey 
that idea, it might hare been better to have retained the 
original name wherever it occurs, and to have given a short 
elucidation of its import in a note where it is first mentioned 
in the Book of Genesis. It is, however, distinguished by 
capital letters from the name Adonai (also translated Lord), 
which stands in the common characters. The distinction may 
be observed in the first verse of Psalm ex., and in many other 
places.** 
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to his people Israel as the Lord, Jehovahy their 
Saviour, and Redeemer. Again, an equally striking 
proof maj be found in the fortj-third chapter, in 
which Jehovah is styled the Saviour, and is said 
to "«at?c and redeem,** in aJmost every line. "J, 
even I, am Jehovah, and beside me, there is no 
Saviour;*** and of whom can this be said, but 
of the only-begotten Son, who hath visited and 
redeemed his people? Jeremiah also prophesies 
of a King, who should be called '"Jehovah our 
righteousness.**^ This, both Jews and Christians 
understand of Christ, and indeed, it cannot possibly 
be understood of any other ; for Christ alone, is 
our righteousness, as well as " wisdom, sanctification, 
and redemption.** X While, in Zeohariah, we find 
Jehovah, declaring, " / tmU pour upon the house of 
David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the 
Spirit of grace and of suppUeaiions : and they shaU 
look upon me whom they have pierced,** § These re- 
markable words our Lord expressly applies to him- 
self from his throne in heaven, when announcing 
his approach with clouds to judgment, he declares, 
that " every eye shall see him, and they also which 
pierced him.** || 

Christ then who loved us, and who " washed us 
from our sins in his own blood," % is " JEHOVAH." 
And this high and glorious title we should con- 
stantly associate in our minds with that of Jesus, 

* Isaiah xliii. U. f J^^* ^^^^ 6. {1 Cor. i. 30. 

S Zech. xii. 10. l| Bev. i. 7. f Bev. i 5. 
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for if the familiar name of Jesus sounds sweetly 
in the believer's ear, how must that of JEHO VAH 
Jems raise our expectations, enlarge our hopes^ 
and confirm our confidence in his power to save. 
We are thus assured that it was Aw ovm arm 
brought salvcUum to him ; by his own almightj 
energy he raised himself from the grave ; by 
his infinite merit he both made an end of sin in 
the perfect expiation of its guilt, and brought in an 
everlasting righteousness for the free and complete 
justification of his people. No angel could be en- 
trusted with the performance of this important 
work, for we are told, He puts no trust in his 
servants, and he charges his angels toith folly : * — 
Still less, could man contribute anything to this 
mighty deed, for he was ^^dead in trespasses and 
sinSy^^ and had no spiritual sense to excite one holy 
act, or even one heavenly hope. It was therefore, 
JEHOVAH Jesus alone, who rescued us from the pit 
of destruction, and who is able to secure to his 
faithful people the possession of everlasting glory. 
In this glorious view of our exalted Saviour, 
what a fund of comfort appears in all his under- 
takings, his office, his nature, his work for the 
children of Grod. 

" Jesus, because he continueth ever, hath an un- 
changeable priesthoody and he is able to save them to 
the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he 
• Job iv. 18. t Eph. iL 1. 
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ever Uveih (the very meaning of the word Jehovah) 
to make iniercesnonfor them/' * 

Jehovah descended from heaven to become Jesus, 
for their sakes, and Jesus is JEHOVAH, or he could 
not be "the same yesterday'' (i,e, from eternity), 
" to-day** (i,e, through aU time), " and for everP 
{ue, to eternity).'!' All which, the name Jehovah 
implies No motive, but his own infinite mercy, 
could have induced the "Prince of Life''\ to become 
a " Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief," in 
order " to taste of death : " no end, but to display 
his transcendant glory, in the everlasting happiness 
of his people. His- own free love produced the 
original design, His unsearchable wisdom contrived 
the eternal plan, and His omnipotent power rendered 
their redemption unfailing and sure. 

" He is the Resurrection and the Life^ § by whom 
his people are recovered from darkness and death, 
and "in whom, whosoever heUeveth, shall never trufy 
die," This is Gospel, or good news, to those children 
of grace who are continually fearing "lest they 
should perish by the hand of Saul" || or fail of those 
abundant blessings which infinite bounty hath pro- 
vided, and which infinite love hath promised them. 
Such should never forget, that Jesus is JEHOVAH, 
able to make good all his promises, and willing as 
he is able : Let them cast their wearying burden 

•Heb. viL24. + Heb. xiii. 8. tActeiii. 15. 

§ John xiY. 6. il 1 Sam. zxtU. 1. 
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upon Him, and He shall sustain them ; when they 
are oppressed. He will undertake for them. He 
will deliver " Metr souls from deatky their eyes from 
tearSy and their feet from falling,^ Let them 
wait still upon God, and ere long, they shall per- 
ceive what reason they have to praise their mighty 
Redeemer, who is the "help of their countenance and 
their God."" 

What precious salvation is this, what a hope of 
security is here in JEHOVAH Jesus, how essential 
to all true hope and comfort, is this Divinity of our 
Saviour. This is the foundation of religion itself ; 
take it away and what a dismal view presents 
itself I We could only then look forward to an 
empty void to which all mortal things and mortal 
creatures are hastening, and hastening, only to be 
extinguished as nothing ; — but let the " Sun of 
Bighteofisness" in the brightness of his eternal 
perfections, dispel the gloom of nature, let him 
shine forth to the soul with the spiritual glories of 
his everlasting Gospel, and the believer's heart at 
once begins to glow with cheerfulness, and his lips will 
rejoice to sing the praise of him who opened these 
scenes of immortality to his view, while his ready 
feet will press forward to possess them. The 
psalm before us, like many others that speak 
prophetically of the mercies of God in our redemp- 
tion, tells us of these things. It is a Gospel 
Psalm, a Hymn of Praise to JEHOVAH Jesus. 
Though apparently treating of Israelitish victories, 
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the carrying of the ark to Zion, and the services of 
the tabemaele ; jet it does under those figures 
treat of Christ's resurrection, His going up on high, 
His triumph over sin and Satan, His pouring out 
the giffcs of the Spirit, erecting his Church in the 
world, and enlarging it by the accession of the 
nations to the Christian faith. Here are subjects 
of thankfulness which caU for our earnest grati- 
tude, and the words of the text exhort us to a 
mode of expressing our joy which, if our heart 
also make melody with our lips, will tend to promote 
spiritual and heavenly feelings, to elevate the soul 
above this lower world, and to bear it away with a pure 
devotion to the foot of the throne of God, — ^it invites 
us to " Sing unto the Lard, and sing praises unto his 
name." Such an employment is indeed a reason- 
able one, and if we take heed that whenever we 
praise Grod with our lips, we also ^^rnake melody 
in our hearts unto the Lord" * it must ever be 
acceptable to him who alone is worthy of all praise 
and thanksgiving. 

We are passing through a world of care, and trial, 
and sorrow, and we need all the means of encou- 
ragement which may tend to cheer us on our way. 
In the text we hear one deeply tried and deeply 
afflicted, exhorting us to *' sing unto the Lord, to sing 
praises unto his name" An Apostle, moreover, who 
himself went through a " great fight of afliiction,"f 
who blessed Gk)d, that he was permitted to comfort 
* Eph. y. 9. t Hel>* X. 32 ; 2 Cor.zi. 23. 
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others who are in any trouble with the comfort hy 
which he was himself comforted of Ood ; ♦ he 
also exhorts us that we should *' teach one another 
in psalms and hymns and spiritiuil songs,** f While 
in an incident of his li^ related in the Book of 
ActSj J we find him practically applying himself to 
this source of consolation ; we there read, that 
having been, with Silas, beaten with many stripes, 
thmst into the inner prison, and their feet made 
fast in the stocks, at midnight in their dungeon, 
amidst pain and suffering, they prayed and sang 
praises unto God in the hearing of the other 
prisoners, and it was, when pouring forth those 
prayers and praises, we are told ^Hhe prison was 
shaken, the doors were opened, and their bands were 
loosed,**^ 

We are in captivity ; we also, are tied and 
bound, but, with the chain of our sins, and we have 
need to pray that GU)d of the pitifulness of his 
great mercy may be pleased to loose us ; and in the 
midst of our bondage, let us also, " in the hearing 
ofourfeUoW'prisoners,** sing praises unto Him who 

* 2 Cor. i. 3, 4. f Col. iii. 16. J Acts xvi. 25. 

§ We have the example of the " Man of Sorrows ** himself, 
of him who was indeed "acquainted with grief" On the 
very night in which he was betrayed, immediately after he had 
solemnized the last Supper, in the expectation of his agony and 
crucifixion, and as a final preparation for his intense suffering 
in the garden of Gethsemane, it is said of our Lord and his 
disciples, ** When they had sung an hymn they went out into the 
Mount of Olives." Matt xzvL 30. 
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was sent to ^^ proclaim Uberty to the capHve^ and the 
opening ofthepriton to them that are hound.*^ And 
looking, beyond the doors of our prison-house, to that 

** Land of pure delight, 
Where samts imn^ortal reign. 

Infinite day excludes the night, 
And pleasures banish pain," 

let us rejoice in the assurance, that singing the 
praises of Jehovah is one of the enjoyments of the 
heavenly host, and of the spirits of just men made 
perfect. 

In the Book of Revelations* we read of " A 
great multitude, which no man could number, of all 
nations, and hind/reds, and people, and tongues, who 
stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed 
with white robes, and palms in their hands ; and cried 
with a loud voice, saving. Salvation to our God which 
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. And all 
the angels stood round about the throne, and fell before 
the throne on their faces, and worshipped God, saying. 
Amen : Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanks- 
giving, and honour, and power, and might, be unto owr 
God for ever and ever." With such examples be- 
fore us, the hearts of believers should indeed desire 
to begin the heavenly anthem now, in the house 
of their pilgrimage, to emulate the songs of angels, 
and to catch, as it were, a distant sound of the halle^ 
lujahs of heaven. 

• Bey. Tii. 9, 10, 11, 12. 
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BsroBX JEHOVAH'S awful throne, 
Te nations bow with sacred joy ; 
Know that the Lord is God alone ; 
He can create, and he destroy. 

His sovereign power, without our aid. 
Made us of clay, and form'd us men ; 
And when like wandering sheep we stfay'd. 
He brought us to his fold again. 

Well crowd thy gates with thankful songs, 
High as the heavens our voices raise ; 
And earth, with her ten thousand tongues, 
Shall fill thy courts with sounding praise. 

Wide as the world, is thy command ; 
Vast as eternity, thy love ; 
Firm as a rock, thy truth shall stand, 
When rolling years shall cease to move. 
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LIGHT AND GLORY. 



Luke ii. 32. 

" A Light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the Ghry 
of thy people Israel.^ 

It was the prayer of an aged and devout wor- 
shipper of the Most High God, " That he might 
depart in pea>ce,^^ as soon as he had been permitted 
to behold the long-expected Saviour. Led by the 
Spirit of God, he had visited the temple at Jeru- 
salem, and there found the infant Jesus, of whom 
it had been revealed to him, " That he should not 
die, till he had seen the Lordls Christ ^ * He now 
joyfully claimed the fulfilment of the Divine Word, 
and ^^ taking the * Child^ in his arms^ ^'blessed God 
that the salvation which had been prepared before 
the face of all people,^ was at length manifest in 
the flesh ; that the " Light " had arisen, which was 
soon to burst forth on the Gentiles, and to be the 
" Ghry of his people IsraeV* And the full assurance 
of hope and heavenly peace which possessed the 
* Luke ii. 26. 
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devout Simeon, when his eyes first rested on our 
blessed Lord, may well encourage his believing 
people now to regard again and again with deep 
and earnest attention, '^ Him^ whom having not seen 
we love; and in whom, though now we see him not, yet 
believing, we refoice with joy unspeakable and fuU of 
glory.''* 

It is no strange thing for his Church to be in 
^^ heaviness through manifold temptations:'' but 
there may be seasons of peculiar trial and deeper 
depression ; and though the great " Light " of the 
Church may at such a time seem regardless of her 
trouble, He is only waiting the fit opportunity to 
be gracious, and when the hour is come, He is 
ready to arise and shine upon her low estate, and 
to bring her forth more fresh, strong, and beautiful 
than before. Not that at any moment he leaves 
her in entire darkness ; the light of his glorious 
gospel is ever present with her, though her sight 
is dimmed sometimes to behold it, and there are 
the words of eternal truth to trust in, declaring, 
" / am the light of the world, he that foUoweth me 
shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the Light 
of Life," \ Li his Word he still shines, and makes 
it a directing and convincing Light, to discover 
all things that concern his Church and Himself. 
There, " The Light which shines out of darkness 
is ever ready to shine in our hearts, to give the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
♦ 1 Pet i. 8. t Jolin Yiii. 12. 

C 
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Je$us Christ. "♦ The light or Gloryf of Im- 
manuel, as it shines forth in his own divine nature, 
is too illustrious and dazzling for the intellect of 
man ; as the material sun shines too bright to be 
looked upon by the human sense, so oar soufo are 
much more feeble to gaze spiritually upon the Sun 
of suns, and the unclouded Light of infinite worlds. 
It is in his glorious gospel that we are permitted to 
behold him, and in a holj and spiritual exercise of 
faith to commune with his divine nature. It is 
there we see " <w ai a glass the ghry of the Lord,^ 

* 2 Cor. iv. 6. 

t **Tli6 rtdieal idea of the word which we tfanslate giorj, 
is taken from weight or grarity, and denotes intrinsic, real, 
and solid splendour. It implies whatever is peculiarly grand, 
sublime, and magnificent Thus the soul is called the glory of 
a man (Ps. zvi. 9), because it is his supreme and more ex- 
cellent part The glory of God, likewise, so far as relates to 
our conceptions of Him, or his manifestation to us, is the 
particular display and illustration either to our mind or sense, 
of his own existence and majesty. So Christ is called the 
Glory of the Fadter, because, in him, the Father is known and 
shines conspieuously to our understandings. ' He that hath 
teen me, saith Jetm, hath seen the Father.* No man can see 
Christ aright (which sight is only granted to faith) without 
seeing him to be One with the Father of UghtSy participating of 
his essential and undivided glories. The apostle describing 
the heavenly rest of believers, taken in the idea of the He- 
brew word, which without a periphrasis the Greek could not 
express, and calls it a ' weight of gloryf and not only this, but 
labouring, as it were, to communicate the vast idea of the 
Holy Spirit, he terms it, * a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory. * 2 Cor. iv. 1 7." 

X 2 Cor. iii 18. 
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and contemplate the fulness of that Light, wh0S$ 
arising Isaiah foretold, should he accompanied with 
wakening and vivifying power to the Church, 
saying, " Arise^ shine, for the glory of the Lord 
is risen upon thee;" * and whose actual coming the 
words of the text record and testify. Who, then, 
was the lowly infant, the devout Simeon held in 
his arms, whom he so joyfully welcomed as " sal; 
vation" itself, before whose ^^ Light" darkness should 
fly away, and the mist of heathen ignorance and 
idolatry be dispelled, and whose "^fory" should en- 
. circle and res't upon the Church ? The same 
prophet who announced his approach signally 
answers the inquiry. In the language of encou- 
ragement he addresses the Church in the same chapter 
as a city ^^ whose walls are Salvation^ and its gates 
Praise" f adding the assurance, " The Lord shall 
be unto thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy 
^lory."X 

Yes, the fulness of time had been completed, 
when " the people that walked in darkness, should 
see a great light ; § and he who was to bring forth 
judgment to the Gentiles, to open the blind eyes, to 
bring out the prisoners from prison, and them that 
sit in darkness out of the prison-house," || had come 
to dwell upon our earth, to fulfil his mission 
of love and mercy, while one of his expecting 

« Isa. be. 1. t Isa. Iz. 18. j: Isa. Ix. 19. 

§ Isa. ix. 2 ; Matt ir. 12, 16. 
II Isa. xliL 7 ; Luke it. 17, 18. 
G 2 
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people was commissioned publiclj to acknowledge 
his actual presence, and joyfully to welcome the 
" God of glory," * ^^ whose day^ Abraham also re^ 
joiced to see, and was gladJ* 

This lowly infant was the same almighty King 
whose return to the mansions of heaven, in human 

* Luke ii. 29, 32 ; Acts Tii. 2 ; John viiL 56. 

The glory of the Lord was often sensibly evident to the 
ancient church in a splendid and luminous manner ; but the 
full weight, or essence, of this glory no man in the flesh, or 
by its senses, can perceive. Moses, doubtless, saw as much as 
his faculties could bear, yet he had only a glimpse, as it were, 
of Christ, compared with what he now knows of the person 
and grace of his Redeemer. The faces, or persons in, Jeho- 
vah, cannot be seen in our earthly nature. We must be 
placed " in the deft of the smitten rock," and come to Christ as 
the sacrifice for our sins, before we can enjoy the least radiance 
of his divine glory, or know that he is the consummation of 
all things, who also in these last days, or dispensation, hath 
made his appearance in the world. In spirit, many of the 
saints under the law had, doubtless, very sublime communi- 
cations concerning the divinity of Christ, as the Glory of 
Jehovah ; but the last upon record (unless we include the 
revelation to St. John) who was favoured with a sensible 
manifestation of his superlative brightness, was one, to whom 
God had decreed an apostleship, one, who had denied the 
spiritual existence of this glory in Jesus, and diligently 
laboured, as far as he might to extinguish its splendour in 
the world. It was this glory, exhibited under the image of a 
cloud and fire to the outward sense, which led the Israelites 
from Egypt to an earthly Canaan, an inheritance, and this 
spiritual Globt, presented to the eye of faith, conducts the 
whole Israd of God to that spiritual rest, which remaineth for 
' them in heaven, (Exod. xxxiii. 9, 10, 12 ; Exod. xl. 34, 35 ; 
Lev. ix. 23.) 
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form, the Psalmist so signally describes in one of 
his triumphant hjmns. * He there presents to ua 
the idea of the " Lord of glory ^^ after his resurrec- 
tion from the dead, making his entry into the 
eternal temple (as of old, by the symbol of his 
presence, he took possession of that figurative 
temple which once stood upon the hill of Sion). 
He seems to bid us conceive him, gradually rising 
from Mount Olivet into the air, taking the clouds 
for his chariot and ascending up on high ; while 
some of the angels, attendant on the triumphant 
Messiah in the day of his power, demand that those 
euerlastiTig gates and doors hitherto shut and barred 
against the race of Adam, should be throvm open 
for his admission into the realms of bliss, " Lift up 
your heads, ye gates ; and he ye lift up, ye ever- 
lasting doors ; and the King of glory shall come 
i«."f On hearing this voice of Jubilee and exulta- 
tion from the earth, the abode of misery and sorrow, 
the rest of the angels, astonished at the thought of 
a man claiming a right of entrance into these happy 
regions, ask from within, " Who is the King of 
glory ^^ To which question the attendant angels 
answer in a strain of joy and triumph — and let the 
Church of the redeemed answer with them — " The 
Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle,*^ 
The Lord Jesus, victorious over sin, death, and hell j 
therefore we say, and with holy joy we repeat it, 
" Lift up your heads, ye gates ; and he ye lift t«p, 
* Fsalm xxiT. Home on the Psalms. t Verse 7. 
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ye everlasting doors ; and the King of glory skaU 
eome in;^ and if any ask, Who is the King of 
glory? we answer in the words of this Fsakn, 
<< The Lord of Hosts, strong and mighty in battle.** 
We believe with Saint Paul, " That had the 
princes of this ttorld knoum him, they would not 
have cmcified this Xing of glory/** We declare 
that the '^ crucified*' f one, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
is the Lord of Hosts, "Jehovah Sabaoth ;" and joy '^ 
fully confess, that the " Glory of his people Israel/' 
whom Simeon salutes in the text, was the mani- 
festation of that ^* glory of the Lord" which Isaiah 
foretold " should be revealedy** J and of whom God 
says, *^I am the Lord (Jehovah), that is my name, 
and my glory toiU I not give to another, ** § 

Still, pkin as these glorious truths may appear, 
they require something more than the common light 
of reason to apprehend them. This light, every 
man that is bom into the world hath from Him as 
bis Creator, but the special light of Divine grace is 
also necessary, that they may be embraced and fully 
received into the heart. Gross is the darkness of 
every natural mind, till Christ enlighten it ; it 
can neither discern nor receive the things of Gk)d ; 
" Ye were darhness/* says the apostle, "but now are 
ye light in the Lord;**^ it is nothing else but a 
mass of darkness, and the companion of darkness is 
confusion, as it was in the mass of the world before 

• 1 Cor. ii. 8. 1 1 Cor. i. 23. J Isaiah xL 5. 

i Isaiah idit 8. |i Eph. y. 8. 
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light was created. What, indeed, is there under 
heaven more confiised than a carnal mind, the 
affections quite out of order, and continually hurry- 
ing the judgment whither they please ? 

Now, to dissipate this darkness and remedy this 
confusion, Christ shines externally in his word ; 
but too much daily experience testifies that this is 
not sufficient ; therefore, to those whom he will 
make ** children of Ught^ he gives also an inward 
light by the influence of his Holy Spirit He that 
'^ at first commanded hght to shine out of darhnessy^ 
thus infuses saving knowledge into the dark soul of 
man : and this '^ Ught^ kindles '< love J** It has an 
all-powerful influence on the affections, nor can it 
be ever again fully extinguished, but conducts the 
soul that has received it, till it be admitted to the 
land of perfect light and happiness. Thus, in our 
Redeemer, is the ^^ Fountain oflife^ and in his Ughi 
do we see Ught. f 

It is a vain and distressing hope for any to enter- 
tain, of obtaining true light and peace by any 
means, or from any quarter, but Christ alone ; but 
faith embracing the righteousness of Christ is en- 
lightened by him, % and the believer as he walks 
with Christ, will find increasing light both in his 
mind and his experience. But how seldom do we 
meet with this faith in Christ alone, how few seem 
to know that it is not in man himself to commit all 
hopes, ail fears, all concerns, all joys, in fine, every- 
* Bom. V. 5. t Psalm zxxvi. 9. % FhiL iil 8. 
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thing which can affect either soul or body, simply 
and unreservedly into the hands of Christ* Our 
Lord says, ^^AU things are possible io him that 
believeth/* but it is not always possible to believe, 
and never so in truth, but by the effectual working 
of a Divine power. It .may be easy to be active 
and zealous (as we think) for Christ, and our hearts 
may take some pleasure, if not pride, in the honour 
of such -activity : but to be passive to his holy will, 
to yield up ourselves to his disposal, as clay into 
the hands of the potter^ and to rest satisfied with 
the issue, this is a proof of that genuine faith which 
every one might wish to find in himself, and to see 
more of in the world. Lot petitioned for a little 
reserve " in Zoavy" and there is a secret comer in 
all our hearts into which our will sometimes con- 
tracts itself and seems to retire, but expands again 
upon occasion, and rushes out to the bitter annoy- 
ance of the soul. 

Men may have much apparent light in their 
understanding, and may not only be able to know 
much of outward things, but be able to subtilize 
and raise nice distinctions upon many, or all the 
doctrines of the Gospel ; but there is a knowledge 
which, because it is not real, shews its own false- 
hood "by puffing up!^ Indeed, it is hard to 
say how far an unrenewed mind may penetrate 
into spiritual concerns and be unrenewed after 
all. The devils know much of the letter of the 
Gospel, but could they be acquainted as a true 
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Christian is, with the life and power of it, they 
need not put on , the appearance of — ^for they 
would become in reality — " angels of Ught'^* 

A true Christian hath not so " learned Christ/* 
^A renewed understanding" (says a good man) 
'Ms not taught by words and sentences, be they 
what they will, but by the mind of God and Christ 
in them." If we had been taught to know Christ 
we should indeed rejoice to behold him, who is the 
only true *^ light of the world^ and the peculiar 
^^ glory of His people ;** we would not then exchange 
the least beam of the light of his countenance for 
any amount of mere worldly knowledge, or the 
highest favour of mortal man. The Christian, 
indeed, does not ignorantly despise intellectual 
attainments, nor rudely reject the smiles of the 
world ; but though he .be himself rich, and wise, 
and honourable, he glories not in these, but in 
Christ. And as the enjoyment of Christ surpasses 
other joys, so it overcomes his griefs; as that 
Divine light drowns the light of earthly prosperity, 
so it shines brighter than ever in the darkness of 
any present affliction ; there is no dungeon so 
close that can keep out the rays of Christ's love 
from his beloved prisoners, and the world can no 
more take away this light than it can give it. 

Further, as this light is a surpassing joy and 
comfort, so it is likewise a defencey that suffers no 
more of distress to come near the godly than is 
* s Cor. zL 14. 
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profitable for them. Therefore, we find very 
frequently in Scripture^ wher^ the Divine light 
and glory is mentioned, protection and safety 
jointly spoken of at the same time, thus, *' The 
Lord is my light and salvatUm^ whom shall I fear ? " * 
and again, '^ The Lord God is a Sun and Shield/* 
** Upon all the glory shall be a d^ence^ f says 
Isaiah ; and the prophet Zechariah, where he caUs 
the Lord, the Church's ^^ glory in ike midst of her/* 
calls him likewise, ''a wcUl of fire round about 
her.** X The only way to be safe is to keep this 
Light and this Glory entire. To part with any 
part of this Glory is to make a breach in that '' wall 
of fire ; ** but if it be kept whole, then they must 
come through the fire that would assault you. 

If, then, you are ready to confess with Simeon, 
that Christ Jesus is the glory of his redeemed 
people^ the words of Isaiah's prophecy will strike 
with renewed and startling energy on your ears. 
" Arise^ shine^ for the Glory of the Lord is risen 
upon thee,** § || Yes, the day of the Grospel is too 
precious that it should be spent entirely in idleness 
or worldly business. Worldly business may detain 
you, but again and again ''arise" f^m toiling in 
the dust and working in the clay like Egyptian 
captives ; address yourselves chiefly to more noble 
work — " seeh first the kingdom of Grod;**% — ^there is 
a Redeemer come that will pay your ransom, and 

* Psa. xxvii. 1. f Zechariah iv. 5. % Zechariah iL 5. 
§ Isaiah Ix. 1. Q Archbishop Leighton. ^ Matt. vi. 33. 
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rescue you from such vile »ennioe foe more excellent 
emplojment. It is strange, how the souls of 
Christians can so much forget their first original 
from heaven, and their new hopes of returning 
thither, and the rich price of their redemption, and 
dote BO much on trifles, and dwell so much oh 
things that must shortly come to an end. 

Arise, then, while it is day, and being risen, 
** Put on ytmr beautiful garments.*** Draw towards 
you with the hand of faith the rich mantle of 
Christ's righteousness, " Put ye an the Lord Jems 
Christy** \ and so shine, clothed in justification, and 
likewise in sanctity ; for the faith which leads you 
to Christ as your light and salvation, will break 
forth and shine in your life — ^in godliness, righte- 
ousness, and sobriety. If you mean to shine here- 
after in glory, you must shine here in holiness ; for 
" Without holiness^ no man shall see the Lord.** 

Arise then, and shine, not only for a time, by fits 
and starts, but constantly, in every estate. Let not 
this Divine light go out by day in prosperity, nor 
by night in adversity. In every other place do not 
shine clear, and be dark in your chamber ; they 
that do thus have their reward. That is a sad 
word if rightly understood ; beware of ^* hypocrisy.** 
Again, shine progressively, gaining still more 
victory over darkness, till you attain unmixed and 
perfect light. " The way of the just,** says Solomon, 
• Isa. liL 1. t Rom. xiii. 14. 



28 LIGHT AND GLOBY. 

" is like the shining Ughiy that shineth more and more 
unto the perfect day,^ ♦ 

Lastly, shine humblj, to his glory whose light 
you borrow, not to shew forth your own ex- 
cellencies, but his, '^ Who hath called you out of 
darhness into marvellous light/* \ J£ we be children 
of light, our brightness must praise the ^* Father of 
lights." — " Let your light so shine before men^ thai 
they seeing your good works^ (not yourselves, if you 
can be hid,) "«iay glorify^ (not you, but) ^^your 
Father which is in heaven/* % 

• Prov. iv. 18. fl Peter il 9. % Matt. y. 16. 
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Psalm xlv. 6. 

" Thy throne, God! %zf(yr ever and ever : the sceptre 
of thy kingdom is a right sceptre,^* 

It is one, if not the chief object of every sincere 
believer in searching the Scriptures, to gather from 
them the testimony they afford to the Divine 
nature, and glorious offices of our Saviour ; 
and in humble dependence on the teaching of the 
Holy Spirit, to arrive at that assurance which 
caused " the hearts of the two disciples at Emmatis 
to burn within them when Christ himself beginning 
at Moses and the prophets^ expounded to them in all 
the Scriptures the things concerning himself*^ * It 
is this seeking for Christ, to which a sure blessing 
is attached. This it is, " to know wisdom and in- 
struction; to perceive the words of understanding ;^ \ 
for this it is, which Christ himself has declared to be 
^^ eternal life, to know Thee the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sentj* ^ And 

• Luke xxiv. 27. t ^^<>^' i* 2, X John xvii. 3. 
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when employed in seeking this true gold of the 
Bible, it follows as in the natural mine, that the 
most precious return is made us, — ^the true source 
of every spiritual blessing is laid bare, — ^with 
Christ himself are discovered also *^his unsearch- 
able riches^ and there is given to us '^ abundantfy^ 
above all thai we ash or think,^ 

The words of the text might well attract our 
attention when thus engaged; they occur in a 
Fsalm which is entirely occupied with setting forth 
the power and majesty of King Messiah. At its 
conmiencement, the prophet declares himself to be 
full of the Divine Spirit, which inspired him with 
the good word or the glad tidings of salvation, and 
this sacred fire enclosed in his heart so expanded 
itself, till at length it burst forth to enlighten and 
revive mankind with his glorious pr<^hetic descrip- 
tion. He does not stay to enter regularly upon the 
subject in any formal way, but as if he saw the 
Divine Person whom he was about to celebrate 
standing before him, he breaks out at once into 
lively admiration of the Second Adam, so different 
from all the descendants of the first, both God 
and Man,- but one Christ: (subsisting of a soul far 
above all created spirits, and a body pure and 
perfect, and now brighter than the meridian sun, 
being invested with the unutterable glory of the 
Divine Majesty). Next to the beauty of Mes- 
siah, the prophet expresses his wonder, (as those, 
who heard him speak in the days of his fiesh. 
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afterwards did,) at the gracioiis words which 
proceeded out of his month, through the grace 
poured into ki» Upe. 

He then proceeds to set forth his power as a 
waarnor for the spiritual battle. (Yer. 3.) The 
** Sword** of Messiah is his word, **quich and 
powerful, and a dUcemer of the thoughts and 
intents of the heart** ♦ and represented by Saint 
John as ^'a two-edged sword coming out of the 
mouth of Christ** f He is further described (ver. 4) 
as making his progress among the nations, seated in 
his triumphant chariot, adorned with the graces of 
'* truth, meekness, and righteousness^ achieving the 
most astonishing yictories by the irresistible might 
of his power, going forth " conquering and to 
conquer^ subduing, with the aid of this heavenly 
weapon, idolatry and iniquity, to the faith and 
temper of the Gospel. 

The battle being fought, and the victory gained, 
we are next invited, in the words of the text, to the 
consideration of the throne and sceptre of King 
Messiah, the endless duration of his government, • 
and the perfect justice with which, in his " love for 
righteousness and hatred of iniquity,** he administers 
it, — ^while he is addressed by a name which at 
once declares him to be the same mighty Being, 
described in another Psalm, as having ^^laid the 
foundations of the earth, and that the heavens 
are the work of His hands,** who, while they shall 
• Heb. iv. 12. t ^"r* i- 16* 
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perish, will himself still endure, '^ while they wUl 
tpox old like a garment^ and clb a vesture be 
changed^ He is the same, and His years shall have 
no end/* * And did we for a moment doubt whether 
Jesus Christ is, indeed, our Creator, the eternal God 
spoken of in the text ; did we hesitate to believe 
that "jHfe that formed us from the v>omb,** (the 
Lord that maketh all things,) ^^thcU stretcheth forth 
the heavens alone, thctt spreadeth abroad the earth by 
Himself y**1[ is the same with Him, "wAo washed 
us with His blood ;'*1l an inspired apostle has 

• Psa. cii. 25, 26. t Isa. xliv. 22—24. 

X That Christ made this world, and consequently had a real 
' being at the beginning of it, the Scriptures manifestly and 
plentifully assure us. For the same Son, by whom in these 
last days Crod spake unto us, is he, by whom also he made the 
worlds, (Heb. i. 2.) So that as through faith we understand 
that the worlds were framed by the word of God, (Heb. xi. 3,) 
so must wo also believe, that they were made by the Son of 
God. Which the apostle doth not only in the entrance of his 
epistle deliver, but in the sequel prove. For shewing greater 
things have been spoken of him than ever were attributed to 
any of the angels, the most glorious of all the creatures of 
God; amongst the rest, the Scripture saith, he spake unto the 
Son, " Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever," and not only 
so, but also, " Thou, Lord, in the beginning, hast laid the 
foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the work of thine 
hands. They shall perish ; but thou remainest; and tliey cdl shall 
wax old as doth a garment ; and cu a vesture shalt thou fold 
them up, and they shall be changed : but thou art the same, and 
tliy years shall not fail," (Heb. i. 8, 10, 11, 12.) Now;, 
whatsoever the person be to whom these words were spoken, 
it cannot be denied but he was Creator of the world. For he 
must be acknowledged the Maker of the earth who laid the 
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removed all doubt and difficulty, by applying both 
these very Psahns to the Son of God, and has 

foundation of it, and he may justly challenge to himself the 
making of the heavens, who can say they are the work of his 
hands. But these words were spoken to the Son of God, as 
the Apostle himself acknowledgeth, and it appeareth out of 
the order and series of the chapter, the design of which is to 
declare the super-eminent excellency of our Saviour Christ 
Nay, the conjunction, and, refers this place of the Psalmist 
plainly to the former, of which he had said expressly, " but 
unto the Son he aaiih.^ As sure then as ** Thy throne, O God, is 
for ever and ever" was said unto the Son ; so certain it is 
** Thou, Lord, hast laid the foundation of the earth," was said 
unto the same. Nor is it possible to avoid the Apostle's 
connexion by attributing the destruction of the heavens, out 
of the last words, to the Son, and denying the creation of 
them out of the first, to the same. For it is most evident 
that there is but one person spoken to, and that the destruction 
and the creation of the heavens are both attributed to the 
same; whosoever, therefore, shall grant that the Apostle 
produced this Scripture, to show that the Son of God shall 
destroy the heavens, must withal acknowledge that he created 
them. Whosoever denieth him to be here spoken of as the 
Creator, must also deny him to be understood as the 
destroyer. Wherefore, seeing the words of the Psalmist were 
undoubtedly spoken of and to our Saviour (or else the Apostle 
hath attributed that unto him which never belonged to him, 
and consequently the spirit of Saint Paul mistook the spirit 
of David); seeing that to whomsoever any part of them 
belongs, the whole is applicable, because they are delivered 
unto one; and since the literal exposition is so clear that no 
man hath ever pretended to a metaphorical, it remaineth as 
an undeniable truth, grounded upon the profession of the 
Psalmist and the interpretation of an apostle, that the Son of 
God created the world. — Pearson on thb Chbed. Abt. u., 
p. 206, Burton's Edition. 

D 



84 KIHO. 

assured us that ^' He who made the worlds is indeed 
one with him, who hemg the brifjfitness of his Faiher*8 
glory, and the express image of his person, and up- 
holding aU things by the word of his power, when he 
had hy himself purged our sins, scU down on the right 
hand of the Majesty on high J* * Our Lord Jesus 
Christy then, is here rightly addressed as ^' God and 
King,** f and as such, he still presides over, rules» 
directs, and preserves his whole creation : Indeed, it 
would be blasphemy thus to address him in the 
extensire and infinite sense of the Scriptures, if he 
had not been one of the co-equal and co-eternal 
Persons in the Trinity, and since these titles are 
thus ascribed to him, another proof is afforded to his 
people, that he is indeed Jehoyah Incarnate, and that 
he is also in a peculiar manner their King, under the 
endearing title of "King of Saints." Thus the 
Psalmist again addresses him, " / tcill extol thee, my 
God, King ; and I toUl bless thy name for ever and 
ever : for thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and 
thy dominion endureth throughout all generations. J ' 
So Daniel still more directly, if possible, applies 
this eternity of dominion to Christ, when prophesy- 
ing the fall of the great empires of the world, he says, 
" The God of heaven shall set up a kingdom, which 
shall never be destroyed.** § " And this kingdom and 
dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the 
whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints 

* Heb. i. t Vide Appendix B. % Ps. cxiv. 1 13. 

§ Dan. iL 44. 
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of the Most Bighj whose hmgd^nn is on everlasHtig 
kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey 
him" * The evangelist Luke, reciting the words 
of the angel to the Virgin Mary, declares that 
Christ ^^ shall reign over the house of Jacob (all his 
faithful people) for ever^ and of his hingdom there 
shall he no end,** And the apostle Peter preaches 
toi the Church, ^^ that an entrance shall be ministered 
abundantly into the everletsting hingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ^ \ These and other 
texts, fullj prove that the kingdom of Jesus is the 
kingdom of Jehovah, because it is an everlasting 
kingdom ; and that Jesus was Jehovah, because 
Jesus had that kingdom to bestow, as his own^ upon 
his people. 

But if there had been no positive evidence of this 
truth to be derived from the express words of 
Scripture, the very enemies which the Lord Jesus 
had to vanquish and destroy for his Church, would 
furnish us with a convincing proof that he must be 
far above angels and men, and no other than the 
omnipotent God himself " Satan," like the " strong 
man armed," had once the chief possession of man, 
and would have bound him like a miserable captive 
for ever, J had not Christ been stronger than the 
united force of him and his attendant spirits — ^faad 
not " He that is for us been greater than they that 
are against us." The devil has had very great 

•Daii.viL27. f 2 Pet i. 11. J Heb. ii 14. 

D 2 
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natural and spiritual influence in all ages ; * hence, 
he is called, the "prince of the power of the air^ 
"the spirit tcorking in the children of disobedience/' 
" the prince of this toorld^*^ "f and by other names 
expressive of his subtle and mighty agency ; while 
the apostate spirits who attend him are styled, 
"principalities, and powers, the rulers of the dark- 
ness of this world,^ the authors of " spiritual wicked- 
ness in high places.** f And all these (full of rage) 
against poor, weak, and miserable man, were leagued 
together for his destruction ; but these enemies, 
Christ subdued, " triumphing over them openly/* § 
Moreover, a holy law stood out against him, at once 
proclaiming its own purity and his fallen and 
corrupt state, lying " dead in trespasses and sins.** \\ 
This holy law, this perfect scheme of duty Christ 
fulfilled for his people, both cancelling their debt, 
and the punishment which they had incurred by 
their transgressions ; then Satan himself was 
judged and silenced, both as the tempter to sin, and 
the accuser for sin ; he was judged by the life of 
Christ, who lived " without sin,** although " tempted 
in all points like as we are,** % and who perfectly 
"fulfilled all righteousness ; ** ** and he was judged 

* The natural inflaence of Satan was exercised more parti- 
cularly before the manifestation of Christ, who came to 
destroy the powers of darkness, to confound the idolatrous 
attention that was paid to them and to their oracles, and to 
establish a perpetual victory over them. 

t Eph. ii. 2. X Eph. vi. 12. § CoL iL 15. 

II Eph. ii. 1. ^ Heb. iv. 15. - »* Eom. v. 8, 10. 
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by the death of Christ, because he made a full 
satisfaction to the justice and law of God for his 
people's transgressions, and thereby left no room for 
accusation against them.* Moreover, who could 
have vanquished that last enemy of nature, with all 
his horrors, but God himself, on whom all things 
depend, and whom all must obey ? To overcome 
death, is to give immortality, and who can give the 
title to eternal life, but he " who only hath immor^ 
taUty, who dweUeth in the Ught which no man can 
approach unto, to whom be honour and power ever" 
lasting f " f Now Jesus, we are assured, not only 
hath immortality, but gave it, *^in becoming the 
Author of eternal salvation to all that obey him/* \ § 
He triumphed over death in his own person, by 
" laying down his life " for a season, and by *^ taking 
it again ** || at his will, when he had satisfied the 

• Col. i. 20—22 ; 2 Cor. v. 18—21. f 1 Tim. yi. 16. 

X Heb. ▼. 9. 

§ Christ being the Author of eternal salvation to all that 
believe, is the Author of the means, as well as the end, as the 
occasion and accomplisher of all its purposes ; and for 
that reason, is justly united in the kingdom with God the 
Father and the Spirit ; the kingdom of God and of Christ 
mentioned by the apostle, is but one kingdom, because God 
and Christ, with respect to the Divinity of Nature, are but 
one. 

Both the means of salvation, and grace wrought by those 
means, and glory the perfection of grace, are all described by 
one epithet, **The kingdom of God," because it has been well 
remarked, — ^Those whom God by means brings to grace. He 
will by grace bring to glory. 

. John X. 18. 
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claims of infinite justice ; he thereby manifested, 
that he was indeed " the resurrection and the Ufe^ 
proving himself, at once ^^Kiang^ of the king of 
terrors, and the '^ Prince of Uft^ for the everlasting 
salvation of his people ; and, that everj power in 
heaven, earth, and hell, is subject to his will, that 
He is, " God over ally hUssedfor evermore,^* * 

It is no wonder, then, that the Scriptures are 
full of the Kingly office of Christ ; for, if he were 
not a King, and a conquaror, what must have 
become of his people, surrounded as they are with 
innumerable enemies without, and troubled with 
deceitful and treacherous hearts within? The 
Psalm before us is, indeed, a remarkable instance 
of the ascription of honour and dignity to the 
Messiah ; but elsewhere David frequently exults 
in the omnipotence of his Saviour, of wh<«i he 
foretells, that He " was to set his throne- upon the 
holy hill of Sion, to rule his enemies with a rod of 
iron, and dash them in pieces like a potter* s vessel, f 
Again, and again, in other Psalms, he repeats the 
praises of the King of Glory, and tunes his heart 
to celelnrate his victories, his power, and everlasting 
dominion : he calls upon all the faithi\ll to join in 
praise, and endeavours to raise a chorus, as it were, 
from the universe of nature4 The prophets are 
equally sensible of the transc^ident glories of 
Christ's kingdom, and invite the Church to re^ 
joice greatly, and to shout, because her King cometh ; 
• Rom. ix. 5. t Ps. u. 6, 9. J Ps. cxlviii. 



Knro. 89 

itut and mightjf to bring gahaUan, hwlff andgraehus 
to beUow f^. * f Apostles knew the joyful Bounds, 
which prophets had proclaimed ; thej saw bj faith 
the spiritual mijestj of their crucified Lord, and 
were witnesses of his spoiling the powers of dark- 
nessy and of his triumphing over them. Thej 
understood that '^ of him and through him are all 
MngSy* and, therefore, thej ascribe glorj and do- 
minion to him for eyer: while ^^ angels and the 
^riU of just men made ^perfect^ worship the Majesty 
of the Lamb, who is King of kings and Lord of 
lords, to whom belongs sdl/wOion, and power, and 
might, for ever and ever,^* 

And shall not belierers on earth, who are to be 
companions of all these in heaveui join in their 
praise to this gracious Lord ? for, in addition to 
this testimony, the believer has a peculiar and 
inward proof, which the world does not apprehend, 
for owning and blessing the sovereignty of his 

• Zech. ix. 9. 

f Christ came by diTine appointment, and botih the time and 
manner of his coming, was ordered by the determinate 
counsel and foreknowledge of God. ** Behoid, Ihf Kmg cometk} 
hwfyf and riding upon an a«s, and upon a colt the foal of an cus,** 
thus saith the Prophet Zechariah, and instead of appearing 
with all the pomp and pageantry which the world could afford, 
Christ cane in a state of poverty, so that in lus eotranoe into 
Jerusalem, when the multitudes cried, saying, ** Hotanna to 
the Son ofDa»idy hlesaed is he that corned in the name <fthe 
Lord; " nothing but innocence went in triumph (and in order 
to teach us, high and low, rich and poor, an humbling lesson), 
•only meekaess and humility rode in state. 
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adorable Saviour. He knows what he himself is, 
and what he always wcu hj nature : he once felt 
himself entirely averse to every good word and 
work, and he sees with irresistible evidence and 
clearness, that by any energy of his own he could 
never have changed the apostasy of his corrupt 
heart and the perverse rebellion of his will. On 
the other hand, he beholds a new nature implanted 
in him which wars against these corruptions. He 
perceives in his soul a tendency to God and the 
things of God, which was never there before ; he 
now loathes as perfect abominations what were 
once the idols of his hopes and pursuits ; and he 
perceives a light in his mind and a joy in his heart, 
which are so far from being of the world, that he 
possesses them clearest and strongest, when he is 
most shut out from it or most persecuted by it. 
All this change, moreover, has taken its rise from 
the preaching or reading of Jesus Christ alone, 
and the declarations of his Gospel. Can anything 
more fully convince such a man, that Jesus Christ 
having done all this, and promised to do as much 
more, hath set up his sceptre of righteousness, and 
established his kingdom in his heart ? " Christ hak 
given him an understanding ^ that he may know 
him that is true;*** not visionary and floating in 
the head, but solid, and joined with the ex- 
perimental perception of the heart. ThuSy believing 
on Christf he hath the witness in himself ^ f and in 
* 1 John y. 20. f 1 John y. 10. 
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this frame can no more doubt of the Godhead of 
his Saviour, than he can doubt of his own existence 
and the evidence attending it. 

The Jungly office of Christ thus inwardly exerted, 
is full of glory to his people, because it is full of 
dignity to bless, as well as ability to save, and because 
it includes and comprehends all other offices and char- 
acters : His other titles of grace proceed from this ; 
His office as a Prophety is to teach his people, that 
he is their defence and king : His office as a Priest 
is to exhibit the infinite and everlasting atonement 
of their king and their God ; as a prophet he en- 
lightens their understandings, as a priest he purifies 
their souls, but as a King he governs them in love 
and grace here, and will govern them in perpetual 
blessedness hereafter. Wheresoever then Christ 
reigns as a King^ either in your hearts, or in the 
world around you, there his Kingdom is set up, 
there he is all in aU, 

What a comfortable reflection does this office of 
Christ yield to the feeble Christian ; when he is 
assaulted by violent temptation or strong distresses 
of any kind, he is privileged to fly to Jesus his 
Kingy either for his power to subdue them, or for 
his providence to take them away. Promises and 
invitations one upon another are presented to him 
for encouragement ; assurances are given that he 
shall never perish, and that nothing shall he able to 
pluck him out of Chrisfs hand. * Trials are sent on 
* John X. 28. 
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purpose tliat he might come and mark the troth of 
those promises and assurances ; and when he is 
enabled to come, how sweetly does he find the pro- 
mises made good to the soul : what additions of 
strength does he gather, and what encouragement 
does he receive to support his strength and confi* 
dence in Grod. 

None, perhaps, but l<»ig tried and buffeted 
believers, see the absolute necessity of this kingly 
office of Christ for their salvation. The same 
spirit which convinces of the urgent necessity of 
his righteousness to cover them, convinces also of 
the equally urgent necessity of his government to 
rule them. They plainly see -that if he were not 
King over all, he could not be Saviour over all to 
their souls. Tlie doubting frames, the rebellious 
wills, the depraved affiactions, the refractory tempers, 
which (like so many Canaanites in the land) r^nain 
and will remain in believers below, absolutely 
require such a kingly Saviour as Jesus, not only to 
prevent harm and destruction, but to turn them to 
a profitable exercise and advantage. 

Christians would not know what enemies they 
have, did they not sometimes feel their malice and 
rage, nor would they know the power of their Kin^y 
but for the evidence he continually gives them of 
his support. If Christ were not an almighty 
Saviour, the legions of sins and the l^ons of devils 
would block up the avenue to heaven, and force the 
strongest of believers into every possible distress and 



KING. 43 

ruin. How then should all believers prize their 
King ; how ought thej who have tasted of his 
grace, to celebrate and testify the powers which 
bestowed it on them ; their lives as well as their 
lips should convince the gainsaying world, that they 
have been with Jesus, that they are under the 
dominion of his Spirit, and have touched the sceptre 
of his love. 

And when they shall have passed (like their 
Saviour) over the Kedron, " the little dark rivulet 
which divides them from the lot of their heavenly 
inheritance,** how will they rejdice in the clear 
prospect of those ^^good things which God hath 
prepared for them that love him.*' They shall then 
be with their Kmg^ ** they shall be Uke htm, they 
shall see him as he is" 
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" Jesus said unto them, A prophet is not without honour ^ 
hut in his own country, and among his own kin, 
and in his oum house/* 

The beloved disciple St. John bore witness of his 
Divine Master, *' ITtat he came unto his own^ and 
his own received him not^ * while in the words of 
the text, we have our Lord's own comment on the 
treatment he received from those on whose regard 
and attachment he had the greatest claim. Even his 
own countrymen, who expressed their astonishment 
when they heard him teach in the synagogue, saying, 
'* From whence hath this man these things ? and what 
wisdom is this which is given unto him, that even such 
mighty works are wrought by his hands f^^ far from 
yielding him honour, seemed only to have their ill- 
will excited against him, on account of what they 
now heard and saw. Up to this time, the humble 
estate, laborious employment, the gentle bearing, of 
* John i. 2. t Mark vi. 2. 
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Him who was ^^meek and lowly of hearty^ had kept 
him from peculiar notice ; but now that he began 
to make a display of more than human wisdom and 
power, his countrymen became angry, and jealous of 
the attention paid him, saying, ^^Is not this the 
carpenter y the son of M(mf, the brother of JameSy and 
Joses, and of Juda, and Simon ? and are not his sisters 
here vnth us ? And they were offended at him.** * 

And who was this with whom the inhabitants of 
Nazareth were offended ? Our Lord speaks of him- 
self here as "a Prophet." And he, indeed, was 
so in the highest and most emphatical sense of the 
word. Other prophets had foretold his approach, 
but now he had himself come into the world to 
publish and declare the will of Jehovah to his 
redeemed people. Here was the great teacher 
himself, **who spake as never man spake^ ^^in 
whom were hid all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge^ t and the subject of whose teaching 
seemed calculated to call forth joy and thank- 
fulness in all who heard it : " who had been 
anointed of old, to preach good tidings unto the 
meek, to bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison 
to them that are bound ; to proclaim the acceptable year 
of the Lord, to comfort all that mourn,** X He 
came to make the way of salvation plain and clear, 
to enlighten the simple and ignorant that they might 
safely walk in it^ and though darkness should cover 

• Mark yL 3. f CoL ii. 3. | Is. Ixi. 1, 2. 
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^ eaHky and groM darkness the people^ jet, the 
glory of the Lord was to be seen upon him, the 
Oeniiles were to come to this light, and kings to the 
brightness of his rising. 

He then who preached at Nazareth was the same 
"whose goings forth had been of old, from ever- 
lasting/** He now indeed taught the will of God hj 
his words, and confirmed the truth of his words by 
many wonderful and miraculous deeds, but he also 
spake by his Spirit in the prophets of old, who knew 
nothing by themselves, and all their graces were his 
gifts, so that whatever good tidings of comfort and 
salvation they bore to the Church, they received and 
derived the whole from him. But not only the 
prophets under the old dispensation, the apostles, 
evangelists, prophets, pastors, and teachers, since 
his advent in the flesh, have declared his will by the 
same inward teaching of his Holy Spirit/ He hath 
never left himself without witness in the Church, 
and he has promised that he never wiD. 

The character of a prophet is one in which both 
Old and New Testament combine in representing 
our blessed Lord. The coming of Christ in this 
character had been foretold by Moses to the children 
of Israel, and he gave a remarkable reason, why 
the Saviour should bear this name. When the law 
was given from Mount Sinai in all its terrors, 
amidst blackness, and thunders, and lightnings, 
the people removed and stood afar o^ for they 
* Micah y. 2. 
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oonid not endure that which was commanded^ and 
so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, '^ / ex- 
ceedingly/ear and quake/' while the people, afraid of 
a repetition of this awful scene, said to Moses, 
" Speak thou with us : and we will hear, hut let not 
God speak with us, lest we die" * Sometime after, 
Moses reminded them of this request, and promised 
them from the Almighty, that they should not hear 
this voice of Jehovah, nor see the fire (the emblem 
of his wrath against sin) any more, but, that God 
would raise up a prophet from the midst of them^ of their 
brethren, like %mto himself; whom they should Aear.f 

• Exod. XX. 19. 

t A *' type," as St. Paul has explained to us the meaning of the 
word, is "a shadow of good things to come" (Heb. xi. 1.) In other 
words, it means some visible thing or person, ordained of God, 
under the Old Testament, to represent and hold forth some- 
thing of Christ, or his Church, under the New. Such a repre- 
sentation of our Lord Jesus Christ is strikingly afforded by 
his servant Moses, and this typical resemblance may be 
traced from his earliest years. We cannot fail to recognise 
in the persecuted infant, hid by his parents in a bulrush bosket, 
by the river's brink, from the cruelty of the Egyptian king, 
a type of Him, who in his infancy was also hid, and that too 
in Egypt, and was so wonderfully preserved from the rage 
of King Herod. When, moreover, having been taken up, and 
nourished for her own son, he became teamed in aU the ufisdom 
of the Egyptians, and uku mighty in words and deeds. This, 
also, will put us in mind of the holy child Jesus, of whom we 
read, that he increased in wisdom and stature, and in fawntr 
with God and man. 

Here is the beginning of that likeness which shews itself in 
a continued line of events, traversing the whole history of 
Moses, and running, as it were, side by side with that of Christ. 
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He thus plainly intimated that as they in themselves 
were too unholy either to see GUxi, or hear his law 
which condemned their unholiness, a mediator like 
unto Moses, t. e.y appearing in flesh and blood, 
should one day be made manifest, Him they 
might gladly hear, and to him they might with 
humble boldness approach, as to that prophet, 

In his renouncing the pleasures of Pharaoh's court and be- 
friending his oppressed brethren ; in the unkind reception he 
met with from them ; in the peaceful and humble life he led 
for many years before his public ministry ; in the miracles 
wrought by him to confirm his Divine commission ; in his 
character as leader and deliverer of the Jews, at a time when 
the children of Israel sighed by reason of their bondage, and they 
cried, and their cry came up unto God, by reason of their bondage; 
while in the other signs of Christ which he was appointed to 
set before them, the manna, the rock, and the water which flowed . 
from it, his erecting the brazen serpent, (Vide Appendix C.) 
and the peculiarities of the cure it effected, not removing at 
once and for ever the fiery serpents who stung the people, 
but it healed the suffering people themselves ; (Numb. xxi. 6 ; ) 
not, indeed, restoring to health the whole of those who 
were bitten, but if a serpent had bitten any man, "when 
he beheld the serpent of brass he lived,'* (Numb. v. 7.) It 
was not sufficient that the brassen serpent was lifted up, or 
that it had the power to heal, or that the man who had been 
^ bitten was desirous of healing. It was necessary to the cure 
that the wounded man should behold the serpent of brass, and 
when he looked upon it, he lived. We need not wonder, then, at 
our blessed Lord selecting this as one chief point of resem- 
blance between Him and his servant Moses. The type itself, 
and the cure effected by it, presented, as it were, a perfect 
likeness of the whole Gospel of Christ ; and it is impossible 
to imagine anything more beautifully simple, and yet more 
satisfactorily complete. 
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who should both teach and inspire them with 
a knowledge of salvation, and be himself the 
means of their reconciliation to God. And 
in the fulness of time when he became God 
mamfest in Jiesh, both to teach and secure the 
way of salvation, he received also a testimony from 
the Father, that he was doubtless that ^^Prophet who 
should come into the world, when there came a voice 
from heaven, saying. This is my beloved Son, hear 
ye him^ * The same title is applied to him by the 
Apostle Peter, in his second sermon in the temple, \ 
and also very remarkably by Stephen, in his de- 
fence before the Jewish Council, when he refers to 
this declaration of Moses to the people, " Thai the 
Lord God should raise up a prophet to their brethren 
like unto him,""^ The Jews, moreover, had a strong 
expectation of his appearing under this very title ; 
accordingly, " some inquired of John the Baptist^ 
whether he u>as that Prophet of whom Moses spake ; " § 
while others, convinced by the irresistible proofs 
of his divine mission, at once acknowledged Jesus 
" to be of a truth that Prophet who should come into 
the world, " || Christ, then, was eminently a Prophet^ 
both in foretelling many events, which have been 
already accomplished, and others which have yet 
to be fulfilled, f as well as by teaching and explain- 
ing the Scriptures concerning himself. But of 

• Mark ix. 7. t Acts iii. 22. t Acts vii. 37, 38. 

§ John i. 21. li John vL 14. % Vide Appendix I), 

£ 
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Him it might, indeed, be said, that He was '* more 
than a Prophet.^ He was like unto Moses, as a 
man, but infinitely above Moses ; one, who should 
like him be a Mediator, but also should with more 
prevailing success go between God and his people, 
and intercede for than. One, who should be an 
everlasting Prophety an eternal Intercessor^ and 
** whose word, moreover , should not return unto him 
void, nor fail of accomplishing the end for which he 
gave tf." 

And blessed be God, our gracious Redeemer is to 
this day the Teacher, — the ^Prophet** of his people. 
He still points out to them the way of salvation, 
through his holy word, and ^^ opens their hearts that 
they may understand the Scriptures.^ Without his 
blessed teaching, all the means of grace are 
ineffectual, and even a ^^Paul may plant," and an 
" ApoUos water " in vain, " He spake as never man 
spake^ when upon earth, and he prophesies or 
teaches his people, as no man can teach, by his 
Spirit from heaven. He preaches with his 
ministers, giving by their word Divine instruction 
to the mind, and he preachl^s in his people, 
applying that word with quickening and reviving 
power in their hearts. Both ministers and hearers 
therefore should ever be *' looking to Jesus" the Great 
*^ Prophet, the Shepherd and Bishop of their souls" 
and remember, He hath not said, " Seek ye my face " 
in vain. The weakest believer is welcome to Christ ; 
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such shall ever be taught of God ; and who (says 
Elihu to Job) " teacheth like Him f " * He makes 
his people wise unto salvation, for of God he is 
made unto them Wisdom itself. There is nothing 
needful for them to know, which they shall not 
know by him. They may not be more learned than 
the children of this world, but they are (which is 
of infinitely greater consequence) better learned. 
They know the best things in the best way, and 
with a knowledge which not only lasts, but 
improves for ever, they are enabled to look 
beyond the outward appearance of things for the 
inward and eternal purpose, to which God has in 
his wisdom assigned them all, namely, the spiritual 
benefit of his people, and his own admirable glory 
in Christ Jesus. 

To the worldly-minded the world seems only a 
spot for men to eat, drink, and sleep on, with all 
the little low cares attendant upon them ; but to 
the Christian, aU around him, not only holds forth 
the greatness and majesty of God, as a Creator, but 
his wonderful designs beyond these outward means 
of conveying eternal life and happiness to myriads 
of his creatures. This then should be matter of 
comfort to the ignorant Christian, to one who is 
little acquainted with what the world calls know- 
ledge. Let him be assured that his measure of 
earthly knowledge is according to God's will, and if 
it were for God's glory, he would doubtless have 
♦ Job xxxvi. 22. 
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known more. That man knows enough savingly, 
who knows Christ trulj, and he that knows nothing 
of Christ by his Spirit and power (whatever he may 
have learned beside) will be found hereafter to 
have studied a great deal to a very little purpose — 
his lot (if he depart in this state) will be with the 
foolish virgins who had no oil of grace in their 
souls. But the Christian is privileged to plead even 
his very ignorance as a claim upon Christ his 
Prophet, — ^his Divine Teacher — and to take up his 
promises by faith, and lay them in prayer before 
him. Christ will think it no reproach to be 
reminded of his promises ; '* He giveth vnsdom 
liberally, and upbraideth not,^ No man that 
prayed in faith for the wisdom of Gt>d unto 
salvation ever went without it ; " He JUleth the 
hungry ivith good things, and the rich ahme^ (those 
who presume upon their own capacity and know- 
ledge) "iSfe sendeth away empty" And if we 
really desire heavenly knowledge, a few minutes of 
His instruction will make us wiser in reality than 
if we had spent years in acquiring the knowledge 
of this world ; one lesson from Jesus will make 
your hearts burn for more. He will instruct you 
not only by lessons of wisdom, but also by lessons 
of love ; and he has promised " to be tcith his people 
always, even to the end of the world," to ^^ guide them 
with his counsel" here, and afterwards to '* bring 
them to his glory" 

This then is a character in which we should ever 
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regard our blessed Lord "as a Prophet^ com- 
missioned to instruct and guide us. We are not 
situated as the inhabitants of Nazareth. They were 
offended at the low estate of Christ, and said, "Is 
not this the carpenter, the Son of MaryV* they 
knew his humble education, and they thought they 
knew his parentage, and hence was excited their 
jealousy and envy against him ; but we are ei^tirely 
free from such vain grounds for unbelief. We have 
heard, like them, his gracious instructions ; but we 
need not, like them, ask in astonishment, "From 
whence hath this man these things? and what 
ivisdom is this which is given unto him, that even 
such mighty worhs are wrought by his hands V^ 
We know (or ought to know) " in whom we have 
believed;^ We know that the " Son of Mary ^^ was 
the " Saviour " of the world, " to whom all power 
has been given both in heaven and earths " This 
Prophet, of whom Moses spake, was a Prophet like 
unto himself; " but we know him also to be " The 
brightness of the Father^ s glory, the express image 
of His person, (God manifest in the fiesh,) his 
well beloved Son, to whom we should^ all indeed 
"hearken.^ We have heard how "He was 
anointed of old to preach the acceptable year of 
the Lord,** (to bring with him a message of recon- 
ciliation from God to his guilty creatures,) " to heal 
the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the 
captives, the recovering of sight to the blind, to 
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set at liberty them that are hnmed^ and by his 
written word he does so still. The captives of 
Satan still labour under all' these miseries, a 
spiritual blindness rests upon them, they are tied 
and bound with the chain of their sins, they are 
bruised and buffetted by his temptations ; and to all 
these the Gospel says, A way of salvation has 
been found for you, your Prophet hath made 
known to you the covenant of peace. The poor 
hear ^^ glad tidingsy^^ for their Prophet is 
ever ready to instruct, to cheer, and to comfort 
them ; the captives are delivered, for our Prophet 
hath paid a ^^ ransom for tts with his blood;" the 
blind recover sight, for whosoever believes in 
Christ shall not "abide in darhness ;" the bruised 
are restored to health, for he will "heal them of 
their wounds" saith the Lord ; and infatuated and 
ignorant must we all be, if we regard not the 
solemn truth, that "the acceptable year of the 
Lord is come, that now is the accepted time, now is 
the day of salvation," 

May we then take warning from the words of 
our Lord in the text, and not rob Christ of his 
honour, and remember that he has elsewhere said, 
" The Father judgeth no man, but hath committed 
all judgment unto the Son: that all men should 
honour the Son, even as they honour the Father, 
He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the 
Father which hath sent him"* And again, for 
* John F. 22, 23. 
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OUT encouragement, " Fmfy, verify, '/ sai/ unto 
1/ou, He that heareth my word, and believeth on 
him that sent me, haih everlasting life, and shall not 
come into condemnation; but is passed from death 
unto life,^* 

• John V. M. 
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Heb. III. 1. 

*' Consider the Apostle and High Priest of our pro- 
fession, Christ Jesus,** 

The early converts to Christ's religion to whom 
this epistle is addressed, were placed in very difficult 
and trying circumstances. By having embraced 
that religion, they had forfeited many worldly 
advantages, made themselves liable to suffering and 
persecution, and were hated of all men, for their 
Master's sake. From all these evils they could at 
once have delivered themselves, by returning again 
to the opinions and practices which prevailed around 
them. It became, therefore, the aim of those in- 
spired teachers, by whom they had been led to the 
knowledge and belief of the Gospel, to prevent 
their again falling away, and to confirm their sted- 
fastness in the faith they had embraced. 

But how were the apostles to effect this ? If 
they had merely pressed upon their followers the 
ordinary rules and principles of a Christian life, 
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these were not sufficient to carry them on under 
the multiplied and discouraging ills which it brought 
upon them : amid shame and reproach, amid want 
and persecution, they would become weary and 
faint in their minds, and sink under those severe 
exertions which their painful course required. It 
was therefore necessary that they should be animated 
and encouraged by higher views, which might 
effectually sustain them, amid the various trials 
which they were called to endure ; and it was for 
this cause St. Paul exhorted them, ** To consider 
the Apostle and High Priest of their profession, Christ 
Jesus." 

To you also, is this solemn exhortation addressed ; 
although your situation is easy, and your trials and 
difficulties are light, when compared with those of 
the first believers in Christianity, still difficulties 
and sufferings of some kind, and in some degree, are 
to be found in every situation, in every period, and 
may be regarded as the common lot of all. But 
amid aU the trials of the Christian course, the same 
motives for a humble submission to the Divine will, 
the same encouragement and consolation that was 
held out to the first Christians, are also held forth 
to you by the exhortation in the text. " Wherefore^ 
holy hreihren, partakers of the heavenly calling, con- 
sider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, 
Christ Jesus" And precious indeed are the advan- 
tages which may be gained, from having our thoughts 
frequently and steadily directed to our blessed 
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Saviour ; for the solemn consideration of Jesus 
Christ may well reconcile us to the most trying 
circumstances in which we can be placed. We have 
many duties to fulfil, which require constant 
watchfulness and our best exertions, and which 
with our feeble powers, we shall find to be laborious 
and oppressive ; sometimes violent passions are to be 
overcome, sometimes the calls of interest or the 
enticement of ease and indolence are to be opposed 
and rejected ; or, we may have to bear with patience 
the dislike and revilings of the worldly-minded, and 
endure the iU-treatment of the wicked. Such trials 
as these might well dispirit those who are faint- 
hearted, caU forth the angry feelings of others, and 
even in experienced Christians, produce a state of 
mind equally unfavourable to their innocence and 
peace. 

Again, if by the gracious dispensations of Pro- 
vidence, we should escape the injuries which the 
violence or injustice of our fellow -men might inflict 
upon us ; if by Divine aid, we should with some 
measure of fidelity discharge our duty, yet, we dare 
not hope to pass through life without experiencing 
some or other of its numerous ills : from these, no 
excellence of character, no rank or station of life, 
can free us ; accidents may befall the most cautious, 
a weak frame, or a state of poverty, may be the 
portion of the most blameless, wearisome nights are 
assigned to some, constant labour is the appointed 
lot of others, and inward disquietudes may prey on 
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those on whom the world seems to smile. Such 
circumstances as these may also have their unhappj 
effects upon the mind, they may excite doubts of 
the wisdom, the goodness, the overruling providence 
of the Almighty, they may tempt a person to 
" charge God foolishly ^^ and awaken in him fretful 
or repining thoughts. Now, under such trials as 
these " consider the Apostle and High Priest of your 
profession.^ * In the fifth chapter of his Epistle to 

* The design of this institution was, to prefigure the gra- 
cious work of ** Christ " in man's redemption, as well as the 
means which he would employ in the fulness of time to accom- 
plish it. Considered in any other view, the office would have 
been nugatory, and the slaughter of so many living creatures 
as was prescribed in the Jewish econQmy» bloody and cruel. 
Had man continued without sin, neither the blood of beasts in 
the type, nor the hlood of ** Jesus** in the end, would have been 
poured out for his sake. The sacrifice of the one and the 
other was a demonstration that the blood or life of man was 
forfeited, and but for a substitute must have been lost, and 
hare perished for ever. The offering of beasts, which began 
from the fall, was instituted to commemorate both the for- 
feiture of all that was good in "Adam," and the means by 
which a recovery was to be obtained through " Jesus Christ" 
For this reason, after " Christ was manifested in the flesh,** 
Grod, by his providence, gradually ordered the removal of 
those institutions and ceremonies which were meant to typify 
him, and we find they have been everywhere discontinued 
(from the time of the temple's demolition, where only they 
could be duly exhibited), by those at least, who believe either 
the Old or New Testament, unto this day. 

It may not be amiss to draw a brief parallel betwixt the 
type and the antitype, the high priest of the *' Jews " and the 
great High Priest of all that believe, both **Jews" and 
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the Hebrews, St. Paul gives a brief definition of 
the priest's office, where he sajs, that " every High 

** GentUes." This will explain their mutual relation, and the 
design of this great office in the work of salvation. 

The **high priest" nnder the Law was consecrated to 
tJehoTah, for the pnrpose of presenting and offering the gifts, 
the prayers, and services of the people. Thus, "Christ" 
presents to God the spiritual oblations of his redeemed, and 
by taking away the iniquities that cleave to their most holy 
things, renders their persons and their performances highly 
acceptable to Him ; thus he is represented in Rev. viii. 3. 
None but a priest could offer incense ; (Numb. xvi. 40 ; ) 
Christ, therefore, as the Angel of the covenant, and as a 
** Priest for ever" (Psalm ex.,) will make his people acceptable 
for ever. 

The *' Jewish high priest " went into the most holy place 
once in every year, with the blood of the sacrifice, to expiate 
typically for the sins of the people ; so, ** Cftrist is entered into 
heaven itself" of which the " most holy plcuie " was a shadow^ 
" to appear for ever in the presence of God for his people, not 
by the blood of goats and of calves, but by his own blood, having 
obtained eternal redemption for them" The high priest put off 
his glorious apparel, which manifested the dignity of his per- 
son and various particulars of his office, and put on garments 
of white linen only, when he entered into the holy of holies, 
on the great day of expiation. And Christ, therefore, of 
whom the earthly priest was the type and representative, 
divested himself of all those appearances of power which he 
had discovered in many miraculous acts, when he was about 
to offer himself as the great propitiation; and then changed 
his raiment, or put off the grossness of his unglorified body, 
rendering it wholly spiritual, when he was to carry his own 
blood, or the merit of it, before the Majesty on high. There 
was to be no man "in the tabernacle of the congregation" when 
the high priest went in to make the atonement in the holy 
place ; nor was any one permitted to enter till he came out and 
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Priest taken from among men, is ordained for men 
in things pertaining to God^ that he may offer both 

had finished the solemn service. (Lev. xvi. 1 7.) So the blessed 
** Jesus trod the wine-press of God's wrath aUmey and of the people 
there vdos none with hinC* **His own arm," replete with 
omnipotence, ^^ brought salvation to Him" and to his people 
through him; **am/ his zeal" for God's glory and their 
happiness ** greatly upheld him," (Isaiah Ixiii. 5.) No power, 
but Divine power, could have accomplished the arduous task, 
and, therefore, in the manhood of " Jesus dwelt aU the fulness 
of the Godhead bodily. He entered the lists alone ; and as He 
alone obtained the conquest, to him must be rendered all the 
glory. 

Jn these particulars, and in some others, the " Jewish *' 
high priest "could be" a striking resemblance of ** Christ;" 
but he could not ** personally" typify the Mediator throughout, 
he could not ** suffer " and " die " for the people. And that 
none might fancy, that " a man alone" could be the mediatory 
or atoning object in the sight of God, this part of the service 
and type was to be exhibited upon " clean beasts ; " both to 
shew the ** passiveness " of the victim and the '* merit " and 
** worth*' of the sacrifice, to be "other than merely human." 
It is not possible that the " blood of bulls and goats " could 
expiate for the sin of man ; it is equally impossible that 
** one " man's blood could atone for the offences of " many" 
At the most, the blood of **one" could extend but to "one" 
and therefore the great ** atonement" with God must be of an 
"infinite and extensive nature," calculated to reach "back- 
ward from the fall " of man, and to look " forward with its 
satisfaction to the end" of time. Now, nothing can havd 
this " infinite " and " extensive" merit but what is "Divine ;" 
and, consequently, if "Israd be saved with an everlasting 
salvation " by the merit of " Jesus," " Jesus " himself must be 
a " Divine " and an " everlasting " person. If he were not 
"Divine," his atonement could not have merited beyond 
himself, and of course he would have perished in the under- 
taking as entirely as the bulls and goats in the sacrifice ; and 
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g^ and sacrifices for sins,^* fop which end, he 
alone was anointed with the " H0I7 Oil," and was 
admitted into the ** most holj place/' 

Now Christ was the great propitiatory sacrifice, and 
the anointed High Priest also, to offer it as the great 
sacrifice of the covenant ; He was cut asunder and 
severed, his human soul from his human bodj. 
This the covenanting sacrifices fore-shadowed before 
his advent, which thereby continuallj " shewed the 
Lord's death tUl he came;" through these sacrifices 
the covenanters passed, typically expressing the 
reconciliation about to be made, which should wipe 
away all former offences, and seal their remission by 
blood and by death. 

Thus God admitted Abraham into Covenant, an4 
preached the manner f by which alone he could be 
admitted. The Lord passed as a " Lamp of fire " 
between the *et?cre</ sacrifice, in token that his wrath 
excited by sin, had received satisfaction, or would 
receive it under that sign from the great Propitiation : 
and so the Lord received Abraham into his Cove- 
nant, and purified him by the blood of it to enjoy the 
promises. And thus all believers, like that great 
believer, do in spirit pass through " the Veil," "thai 
is (says the Apostle), the flesh of Christ, " through 
which the wrath of God hath passed before in 

if be were not the ** everlasting " God, he would not only hare 
failed himself, bat all that have hoped or do hope in him, 
must likewise fail with him. 

♦ Heb. V. 1. t Gen. xv. 17. 
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satisfaction of his justice, and are thereby admitted 
into the communion of his Grace here, and of his 
Glory hereafter. 

This is the only way of receiving Christ, and of 
finding access to the Father through Christ. This 
is the only way also which the Holy Spirit uses, 
according to the established decree of Jehovah, to 
bring sinners to salvation, by thus ^' baptizing them 
into Christ/* and so enabling them by his regeneration 
^ to put on Christ " And this was eminently signified 
by the passage of the Hebrews through the Red 
Sea, which was " divided ** for them, and in which 
(according to the Apostle) " they were baptizedy" for 
by this fact, the Church was taught, that there is 
no escape for her, from her pursuing and besetting 
enemies, but through Him, who must be smitten 
and divided in soul and body, that by this ^^new and 
living way " they may pass to the {m>mised land. 

This is the true way of beholding Christ, who 
bled ^^ as the Lamb wi^out spot^ and ofiered himself 
as ^^the Priest"" without sin ; in both views, therefore, 
he could not but be acceptable to God. " He came by 
watery^ full of purity and perfection, "awcf by blood^ 
replete with mercy and propitiation ; He came not 
by *' water only/* for then his infinite holiness must 
have rejected our sinful nature, but by " water and 
blood/* that through his atonement, we might be 
made partakers of that holiness, and of life ever- 
lasting. And further when it is considered, who the 
^^Lamb without spot/* and the " Priest without sin/* 
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was, even ^* Jehovah^ the Omnipotent God united to 
our nature, there is no circumscription to the merit 
of either character ; and the dignity of both is high 
and deep, and broad and long, beyond conception or 
degree. Happy they who have the Divine gift of 
faith, to plead this meritorious sacrifice for their sin- 
burdened consciences ; thrice happy, who are thus 
enabled, with holy confidence, to call this blessed 
High Priest of " Jehovah " their own ! 

In the cxth Psalm,* which is again and again ap- 
plied to Christ in the New Testament, it is solemnly 
asserted that Jehovah ^^ hath sworn and vnU not 
change,^ Thotty Lordy (the Adonai) art a Priest for 
ever, after the order of Melchizedec,^ J Of this Mel- 
chizedec we find it written, *^ that he was King o/* 
Salemy and Priest of the Most High God.'* § And the 
Apostle proves, in the seventh chapter of his Epistle 
to the Hebrews, that the Priesthood of " Melchizedec " 
was superior to that of " Aaron," and that, there- 
fore, "Aaron's" Priesthood was not "petfect^ in 
itself, but was intended to be " changed^ when the 
" uTichangeahle " " Priesthood of the Lord Jesus 
Christ," after the order of the Kingly Priesthood 
of Melchizedec, should once appear. If, then, the 
Priesthood of "Aaron" was inferior to that of 
" Melchizedec," how much more does it fall short 
of the transcendant excellence of the eternal 
Priesthood of '' Christ f* The institution of the 

• Matt xxii. 43, 44 ; Acts ii. 34. f 1 Cor. xv. 25. 

t Heb. V. 6. § Heb. vu. 1. 
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" LevUical^ priesthood was but for a time, and in 
itself, was only calculated to point out a more per- 
fect and glorious establishment, which should one 
day succeed it ; while the priesthood of " Melchi- 
zedec," who for that purpose "w<w made like unto" 
the Son of God, <' abideth continually.*^ It was a 
kind of priesthood which did not consist in the 
exhibition of "carnal" types and sacrifices, like 
" Aaron's," but in the offering up of " spiritual " 
services to Grod. Besides, " Melchizedec " was 
"King," as weU as ''Priest:'* The Apostle 
interprets for us "his name," (for all the pa- 
triarchal names among the "Hebrews," had a 
meaning in them), which signified "King of 
righteousness^' and the city over which he pre- 
sided, was called ''Salem,'' or "peace," so that 
he was also "King of peace," In both these 
respects, he was an eminent "figure of him that 
was to come." For our blessed Redeemer is the 
"King," "Priest," and "Peace" of his people. 

The Prophet " Zechariah " also foretold of the 
"Messiah," under this conjoined character. As 
emblems of "Christ^" priestly and princely 
offices, the Prophet was directed to make crowns, 
and to set them upon the head of " Joshua " (or 
" Jesus," for this Man typically bore the name, as 
well as the office of " Christ,") who was the High 
Priest at that time, and to say to him, " Thus 
speaketh Jehovah Sabaoth, saying. Behold the Man 
* Heb. vii. 2. 
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whose name is the bbakch ; and he shaU grow up ouU 
of his place, and he shaU build the temple of 
Jehovah, and he shall hear ^ glory, and shaU sit and 
rule upon his ihrone : and (fte counsel of peace shall 
be between them both/** In perfect harmonj with the 
▼oice of the Prophet is the language of the Apostle 
to the Hebrews, ** We have such an ERgh Priest (says 
h»),who is set on the right hand cf the Majesty in the 
heavens ; a Minister of the sanctuary, and of the true 
tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man/* t 
In both these texts, the <' temple or true taber- 
nacle," which Christ is said to build, and of which 
he shall be the Minister and '^ High Priest," is the 
" Redeemed " of the Lord, by whom they are "^<^ 
framed** and ^^builded together**^ and for whom they 
are appointed as an ^' habitation of God through the 
Spirit." 

The Apostle also reminds us, and this is a matter 
of the highest comfort, that "Christ" was not 
consecrated as an ordinary High Priest, by human 
investiture, but with an Oath, and that, the Oath of 
Jehovah; for which reason he was a ^^ Surety,** and 
a " Surety of a better testament/*^ All, therefore, 
which this High Priest was appointed to perform, 
for the salvation of God's people, shall be fully and 
acceptably performed. *^ Jehovah** hath *^ sworn,** 
and it came to pass according to his Oath ; as an 
evidence of it, "Jesus "cried, ^^ It is finished,** whem 

* Zech. Ti. 12, 13. f Heb. viii. 1, 2. 

X £ph. i. 23 ; Eph. ii. 21, 22. § Heb. vii. 22. 
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he gave up the ghost ; and as a proof of his *^abil^^ 
in being the ^' Surety " of his redeemed, he rose hj 
his own power from the dead, and entered into the 
heaven of hea/^mu, where he ever Uveth to make 
intercession for them, 

"Christ" our Redeemer, then, is our Great 
High Pnest, a Priest upon his throne, an 
everlasting High Priest, a King as well as Priest, 
the " King of Bighteousness " and the " King of 
Peace ; ** from all which the Apostle infers, ^^that he 
is able to save them to the uttermost thai come unto 
God by him, seeing he ever Uveth to make inter^ 
cession for them.^'* " That he is higher than the 
heavens,** f ^^far above mU principaUty and power, 
and might, and dominion, and every name that is 
named,*' ^ and that the Oath of Jehovah ^* con- 
secrates the Son,*^ the High Priest of his people 
**for evermore.**^ 

How replete with grace and consolation, is this 
office and title of the Divine "Lnmanuel" to a 
weary and heavy laden soul I What a fund of 
meditation, and what a prospect of hope, are to be 
found in "this delightful name." What pleasure in 
the reflection, that it belongs to ^^ Jesus,** our 
Brother, one like to ourselves, as to his human 
nature, in everything but sin, and that he hath 
answered every purpose for which he assumed this 
office of mercy and love. He is our " Prophet,** to 
teach us the way of life; our ^^ Sojcrijice^* to 
• Heb. ?ii. 26. f Heb. v. 26. % Eph. 1 20. § Heb. til 28. 
F 2 



68 . PRIEST. 

purchase life ; our " Priest" to intercede for us, 
and to plead the merit of the sacrifice, and our 
glorious and exalted "jfiTiw^," "to ordain peace for 
fMy and to work all our works in us"* 

But the text exhorts us to consider him also as 
"the Apostle of our profession" and in this 
character let us consider, that the duties to which 
our Lord Jesus Christ was called were both painful 
and difficult in themselves ; while they required a 
self-consuming " zealy^lf together with patient and 
continued exertion. They could not be undertaken 
without encountering opposition and scorn ; His 
birth was mean and humble, and yet he was to 
declare himself to be the "Messiah" whom all 
expected to appear in the greatest earthly 
splendour. Thus, in the very commencement of 
his labours, he was to become the object of general 
contempt and suspicion to a people, with whom 
worldly power appeared to be the only test and 
proof of his claims to this high character. When, 
in the fulfilment of his mission, he called " sinners 
to repentance" he was reviled as the "friend of 
publicans and sinners;" when he taught that 
" mercy is better than sacrifice" and that the fulfil- 
ment of the duties we owe to one another is more 
precious to God than mere formal religious 
services, when destitute of the love of God and 
man in the heart ; then he was spoken of as 
the avowed enemy of religion. When he declared 
* Isaiah xxvi. 12. f ^^ l^^* 9 ; John ii. 17. 
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that he was ^^ the Son of God,** and that he had 
^^ power to forgive sins ; " then he was looked upon as 
an impious bhisphemer. When he laid bare the 
base character of the priests and rulers, he had to 
encounter the hatred of wicked men, high in 
authority — ^men who were capable of the most 
cruel purposes. So that his life was aimed at bj 
open violence, and sought for by the basest arts. 
He was betrayed by a pretended friend ; He was 
insulted by the rude and ignorant multitude ; He 
was hurried from one unjust tribunal to another, 
and condemned to die, amid the severest agonies 
that the human frame can feel. 

Now, when we " consider Jesus " thus despised, 
reproached, oppressed, and afflicted, may it not well 
repress our murmurs, and reconcile our minds to 
all that is difficult and trying in our lot ? Compared 
to his, what are all the duties which we have to 
perform, or any sufferings which we have to 
endure ? how few have " to resist unto blood, 
striving against sin." And when we reflect who 
He was, and who we are, surely every repining 
thought must be put to rest. To him belonged the 
glory of " the only-begotten of the Father ; " his 
character was all grace and truth ; the highest 
worldly honour sinks into nothing, when we reflect 
on the exalted dignity of Him, whom all the 
" angels of God delight to worship," and the most 
innocent and righteous appear at once miserable 
sinful creatures, " unprofitable servants" not worthy 
of the least of all his mercies. Whenever, there- 
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fore, 70U think that jour duties are hard, and joiir 
sufferings severe ; when you are ^^ weary oandfaiM 
in your mindi^ then ^^amsider Jesus.^ Bemember 
that he was himself a ^^ Man of sorrow9 and 
acquainted with griefs and that with all your 
affliction he was afflicted ; though he was a ^^tvell- 
beloved San^^ jet ** learned he obedienee by the 
things which he suffered ;^^ regard him then 
continnallj ; consider him for the time to come 
" the Apostle qf your profession,** 

Although the precepts of his religion are so 
plain and so admirable, that none who sincerely 
desire it can fail to understand them, still the 
benefit of his example is most valuable in circum- 
stances of peculiar difficultj and distress, when the 
mind is perhaps both confused and weakened ; 
then, how blessed a thing to have a pattern set 
before us, to which we may immediately turn our 
eyes, and from which we may with readiness and 
certainty learn our duty. How encouraging to 
behold one, who could not err, placed in the same 
circumstances with ourselves, and acting and 
suffering with the very intention of directing us« 
Hel*e we see the unspeakable advantage which may 
be gained from considering ^^ Jesus,** amid the 
difficult -and trying circumstances under which he 
was placed. He relinquished everything, however 
desirable, that could have interfered with his duty, 
and the important objects he had in view ; he shut 
out all regard to personal safety, or bodily ease, all 
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desire of worldly honour, and the applause of the 
people. Faithful to him that appointed him, Jesus 
was content ^^tobe made of no reputoHon,'' Bonk 
to '* bear taUness ta ike truthy" he never hesitated to 
do so, though he knew that his enemies were 
watching his words, and would ground on them an 
accusation of blasphemy against him. Amid 
ii^justice and ill-treatment, he has shown us how 
wisdom, integrity, and goodness would act. When 
wicked men perverted his words, he addressed 
them witlr meekness, and still possessed his soul in 
patience ; " When reviled^ he reviled not again ; 
when he mfferedy he threatened not; but committed 
himsdf to Mm thatjudgeth righteously.'^ 

He could at once have chastised the wickedness 
of his enemies, but although possessing uncontrol* 
able power, he never employed it to hurt even the 
worst of men. He commands his disciples to ^^put 
up the sword ;*^ and tells them, when they would 
avenge his cause, b^ calling down fire from heaveny 
to consume those who opposed him^* that ** Theg 
knew' not what spirit they were q/I" Foreseeing all 
that was about to happen to him, he pra3red, ** that 
if possiblcy this cup might pass from him;'* but 
knowing, that his heavenly Father was ordering 
these events, and would guide them to the most 
gracious and important ends^ he resigned himself 
wholly to the will of God, and in the language of 
meek submission, he adds, *^Fathery not my wiUy 
but thine be done,** 

* Lukeiac 
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Here, then, is a perfect model for our conduct, 
when called to fulfil difficult duties, or when we 
are visited with trying and afflicting events in life. 
Here is our great example, and we must foUow his 
stepSy we must walk cts he walked, and thereby, as 
St. John assures us,* surely shall we know, whe- 
ther we are indeed his people, or not, whether we 
abide in him, or not. The same mind, therefore, 
must be in us, which was in Christ Jesus ; the same 
great principle which governed all his conduct, 
must govern ours, even love to Gk)d the Father, and 
hve to his fallen creatures. 

It was for this cause he gave himself for us, and 
endured so much on our behalf. " He loved us,** 
He loved mankind to a degree, of which we can 
neither feel all the strength, nor discover the full 
perfection and beauty. 

To lessen the miseries, to advance the happiness 
of the human race, was the one employment of his 
life. Every word that he spake, every act that he 
engaged in, had this for its end ; and sustained by 
this principle, he steadily pursued the great work 
which his Father had given him to do, and bare, 
with perfect meekness, the injuries and contradic- 
tions of men. 

And now let us once more " consider Jesus " in 
this cheering point of view, that we may be en- 
couraged and animated in our future Christian 
course. It is, certainly, very encouraging, when we 
see others, who are in the same trying situation 
* 1 John ii. 3, 6. 



PRIEST. 73 

with ourselves, acting with firmness and resolution ; 
we persuade ourselves that the dangers are not so 
great as we imagined, and we feel a generous 
ambition to equal them, and in the attempt to do 
so, we are led on to exertions of which we thought 
ourselves incapable. It is thus, that the view of 
Jesusy steadily persevering in all the duties which 
were assigned him, may animate and encourage us. 
Much, indeed, was required of him, which is not 
within our reach ; but as to all those things which, 
in the course of providence, we may be called to do, 
or suffer, Jesus Christ has shown that they are not 
beyond the powers which God affords us in our 
present state. 

He was possessed of powers which do not belong 
to man, " AU power was given to him.^ He stilled 
the ^' toinds and the waves" to his command; all nature 
was obedient. But then we should remember, that 
he never employed those powers to render any jiiffi- 
cult duty more easy for himself, or any suffering 
less severe. He multiplied " the loaves to feed the 
fainting muUxtude^ but he would not, to relieve him- 
self, command ^^that the stones be made bread," He 
readily healed the diseased and tormented, but, 
though *Hn aU things made like unto his brethren" he 
himself bore the extremity of bodily pain, without 
exerting his miraculous power to lessen its severity 
or shorten its duration, and at last resigned himself 
to the violence of wicked men, with no other 
defence, no other support, than that of Divine 
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grace, and those heavenly principles which the 
humblest of his followers may, through his media- 
tion, attain. 

Surely, then, from these views of his conduct, he 
intended that we should draw encouragement ; he 
passed through so many and painful scenes, that, 
amidst our tribulation, he might be enabled to say, 
" Be of good cheer^ I have overcome the world ; " 
and having gained the victory, being raised to glory 
with the Father, and *^ declared to be ^e Son of 
God with power^ ♦ we may now, with the eye of 
faith, behold him ^^for the suffering of deaths 
crowned with glory and honour^ \ and this will, 
above all things, animate us amid the difficulties 
and trials which we may yet experience in following 
his steps. In him, Grod hath shown how he will 
deal with all his faithful servants ; all of them shall 
be ^^ conformed to the image of his Son ;" like him, 
they may be called to very difficult duties ; like 
him, they may be subjected to very painful suflfer- 
ings, but like him, also, they shall, at last, be 
honoured and rewarded. Thus, we see in him, not 
only a model for our conduct, but an evidence, that 
under the wise and gracious government of God, 
'' a patient continuance in well doing" shall, through 
the Divine mercy, **lead to glory ^ honour^ and 
immortal lifeJ'X 

In Jesus, laid in the grave, raised from the dead, 
and seated at the right hand of God, we behold a 
* Bom. L 4. t Ebb. ii. 9. % I^om. ii. 7. 
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sure pledge, that all who like him, '^ endure unto 
the end.; " all, who are truly united to him ; all, 
who are members of his body, and partakers of his 
Spirit, shall, like him, be raised from the dead, and 
shall ^' enter into the joy of their Lord^ 

Wherefore, ye "trAo are partakers of the heavenly 
calling^ consider the Apostle and High Priest of 
your profession;** yes, let us, one and all, as we may 
have opportunity ; as Divine grace permits us, 
enabling us to lift up our dull afifections from the 
things of earth to so high and holy an object, let 
us, for the time to come, ^' Consider Christ Jesus,** 
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BREAD OF LIFE. 

Exodus xvi. 15. — 
^^ And Moses said unto 
them. This is the bread 
which the Lord hath given 
you to eat'' 



Ex,XYU.6.— ''Behold, 
I vnll stand before thee 
there upon the rock in 
Horeb ; and thou shalt 
smite the rock, and there 
shall come water out of it, 
that the people may drink" 



The rock. 

John vi. 33. — " For the 
Bread of God is He which 
Cometh down from heaven, 
and giveth life unto the 
world." 

John vi. 35. — ''Jesus 
said unto them, I am the 
Bread of Life/' 

1 Cor. X. 4.— « Thet/ 
did aU drink the same 
spiritual drink, for they 
drank of that spiritual 
Bock that followed them, 
andthat Bock was Christ" 



] COBINTHIAKS X. 16. 

" The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the 
communion of the blood of Christ ? The bread 
which we break, is it not the communion of the 
body of Christ ? " 

We find St. Paul, in the former part of this 
chapter, endeavouring to dissuade the Corinthians 
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from communion with idolaters and from security 
in any sinful course, by the history of God's 
punishment on the Jews, the Church of the Old 
Testament. While in order that the lesson might 
have its due effect, and the extent of their sin and 
ingratitude fully appear, he first of all counts up 
the signal mercies and deliverances bestowed on 
that chosen people. These mercies and deliverances, 
moreover, are set forth as types or figures of the 
spiritual blessings enjoyed not only by the Church 
at Corinth, but by all who live under the Gospel 
dispensation : so that we are invited to institute a 
comparison between the case of the Israelites, and 
our own, which cannot fail to be at once full of 
interest and instruction. 

The apostle ^ would not that^ we ^^ should be ignO' 
ranty^ how they, like Gk>d's believing people at the 
present day — were especially under the Divine pro- 
tection and guidance. The cloud which accompanied 
them was sometimes shining to shew them their way 
— sometimes dark to hide them from their pursuing 
enemies ; and they were led through the Red Sea in 
safety, while the pursuing Egyptians were drowned. 
Now such a deliverance was a type of our redemp- 
tion by Christ, who saves us by conquering and 
destroying his enemies and ours: who sends his 
Holy Spirit to guide us, and is himself the true 
and living way, by which we safely pass "the 
waves of this troublesome world, to the land of 
everlasting Ufe." We are told also that " they were 
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all baptized unto Moses in the doud and in the sea^' 
Le,f by their ndraculous passing through the water 
«— thej were brought, as bj a kind of baptism^ 
under obligation to the law and covenant of Moses, 
and were thus pledged to take him as their leader ; 
thereby prefiguring that Holy Baptism, by the 
waters of which we pass from a spiritual death to a 
new Ufe-— are brought under obligation to the 
Christian law and covenant, and are pledged to take 
Christ as our King and Saviour. Further— 4he 
Israelites ** did all eat <if the same spiriiual meaty 
and did aU drink the same spiritual drinhJ' The 
nutnna on which l^ey fed was a type of Christ 
crucified, the bread which came down from heaven, 
of which ^^ whoso eateth shall live for ever;** their 
drink was from a '^ rock in the wilderness" this also 
was a figure of Christ, the **Eock cfowr Salvation,^* 
And this remarkable name is frequently applied to 
the Divine Being in the Scriptures ; David inquires, 
« FTho is God save the Lord ?" or, " Who is a rock 
save our God {Alehim)f**\ and at another time he 
supplicates his gracious help as, '^ O Lord 
(Jehovah), my Rock^\ and was assured that though 
^^^ his flesh and his heart failed, God {Alehim) was 
the strength of his heart, and his portion for ever,** § 

* These texts declared that Jehoyafa, theAlebim, is the 
Bock of SalFation, aad if this attribute can be, and is 
applied to Jesus Christ, it constitutes another proof of bis 
right to the names Jehovah, &c., and consequently of his 
essential Divinity. 

t Ps. xviiL 81. X 1*8- xxviii. 1. § Ps. btxiii. 26. 
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He looked up<m ** the Lord as his defence,'' and he 
always found ^his God, as the roeh of his refuge.'"'^ 
He sings of ^' God as the Rock, and of the 
Redeemer as the JERgh God/'^ The sublimely 
evangelical prophet holds the same comfortable 
language, and exhorts the Church to ^' trust in the 
Lord for ever,** for (says he) " the Lord Jehovah is 
everlasting strength," X further describing him, "cw 
a strength to the poor, a strength to the needy in his 
distress, a rejugejrom the storm, a shadow from the 
heat, when the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm 
against the wall,*' § and then invites us to "behold 
him m a King who should reign in righteousness, as a 
man, who should be an hiding-place from the wind, 
and a covert from the tempest, as rivers of water in a 
dry place, as the shadow of a great rock in a weary 
land''\ While Moses, who celebrates the glories 
of this Bock of Israel, holds him forth as the 
confidence and salvation of the Jews, in his 
adorable song, saying, ^* I tmll publish the name of 
the Lord: ascribe ye greatness unto our God. He 
is the Rock, his work is perfect.*' % ♦♦This same 

♦ Ps. xciv. 22. t Ps. Ixxviii. 35. J Isa. xxvi. 4. 
§ Isa. XXV. 4. II Isa. xxxil 1,2. f Deut. xxxiL 4. 

** Now, if Christ be the Book, to whom both the law and 
the prophets referred, he must be so on account of bis essen- 
tial Godhead; for to talk of eternity, invincible strength, and 
security, as essential properties in a created Being, would be 
ascribing to the tenuity of a shadow all the hardness of a 
stone. But, considering that *' Jesus" is God, there will 
appear a perfect congruence in the names and epithets ascribed 
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Moses affirms, that ^^^the Lord ahne' did lead 
Isrcul through the wUdemess;^* and the Apostle 
Paul spirituallj describing in this chapter that 
journey, and the ^^ Rock'' which went with them, 
positively asserts, by the Spirit of God, that "^m 
Rock was Chri8tJ*\X 

The Christian's Rock of Defence, of Refuge, and 
of Foundation, therefore, is the adorable " Jesusy' — 
Christ is the believer's home, and the believer's 
all. In the Redeemer is the fulness of grace, of 
power, of security, and none who trusteth in Him 
shall ever be confounded. The rocks, indeed, of 

to him, as the Bock of Israel, and a beautiful propriety and 
agreement in the image with the other ideas which those 
names are intended to convey. For instance, that Jehovah is 
a spiritual Rock of Strength is no wonder, when his " eternal 
power and Godhead** are in view; or, that the ** Spiritual 
Bock*' is Jehovah, is no matter of surprise, since it only 
expresses by an emblem his great power and perpetuity. 

Thus, it is plain, the attributes which are given to " Christ'* 
prove him to be Jehovah, because they are and can be 
predicable of no other. 

• Deut. xxxii. 12. f 1 Cor. x. 4. 

X If "Jesus " were not the Eternal God, what a cloud of 
horror and despair must overwhelm the awakened soul. 
Where can a creature, who waits for immortality, expect to 
find it, but in Him alone, who is the Author, the Essence, and 
Proprietor of life eternal ? To depend upon a *' finite ** being 
for an ** infinite '* mercy, must be the quintessence of folly, 
and would constitute that very enthusiasm which some 
reasoners affect to blame; and to leave the world under 
so sad a delusion, is a far more shuddering afiair than to step 
from any earthly precipice into a dark and unfathomable 
gulf below. 
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nature may perish, and at the final consummation 
of all things shall crumble to atoms in the ^' wreck 
of worlds ;^^ But the Bock of Ages and of Salvation, 
shall endure for ever; through aU eternity He 
exists the "sam^," and his being can suffer neither 
diminution nor decay. 

'* ^Jesvu * is that living Bocht from whom flow aU 
the living waters * which make glad the city of God,^** * 
and these streams of water typify the sacred influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit, as given through him — He 
is the ^*Rock^ on which the Church is built, and of 
the spiritual streams which issue from him, all true 
believers drink, and are for ever satisfied. 

Having recounted the privileges enjoyed by the 
Jews, the Apostle then enumerates (v. 5 — 10) the 
punishments inflicted on those amongst them, *' tnth 
whom God toas not well pleased, and overthrew 
them in the wilderness,** And in the eleventh verse, 
he solemnly reminds us, that these judgments which 
happened to the Israelites, notwithstanding their 
high privileges, may and ought to be warnings to 
ourselves : " that they were written for our admoni- 
tion upon whom the ends of the world are come** 
He therefore grounds upon them a most valuable 
caution for every professing member of Christ's 
Church, even for those who seem to possess the 
highest marks of the Divine favour : — " Let him 
that thinheth he standethy take heed lest he faUy** — 
t. e, let every one bear in mind that his best secu- 
* Psalm xlvi. 4. 



82 BBEAD OF LIFE. THE BOCK* 

ritj against falling awaj from a state of grace, is, 
distrust of himself, and more entire dependence on 
God. To this needful caution against spiritual 
presumption, he adds, a timely and comfortable 
assurance to keep us .from despair, — ^^ that God is 
faithftUy who will not suffer us to be tempted above 
what we are ahle^^ — ^but that our trial shall be pro*« 
portioned to our strength, or our strength be sup- 
plied in proportion to our temptations. He then 
eamestlj entreats the new converts at Corinth, 
whom he was more especiallj addressing, '* to flee 
from idolatry^ and appealing to them as enlight- 
ened men capable of judging what he says, he puts 
forth in the words of the text, the strongest of al) 
ai^uments by which to persuade them that they hac 
nothing more to do with the world, and the flesh, 
and their former idolatrous practices, but that their 
communion now was with the living God ; *' Tht 
cup of blessing which we bless^ is it not the com* 
munion of the blood of Christ^ The breaa 
which we breahy is it not the communion of the 
body of Christ?^ And this is an appeal which 
the ministers of Christ would still address to 
the people committed to their charge ; they 
would still ask them, whether they can in- 
deed be sensible of the true nature of that Holy 
Sacrament, which they are so often in vain invited 
to approach ; whether they can be aware that it 
is a life-giving ordinance — ^the appointed channel 
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through which the highest spiritual blessings are 
oonyeyed to Christ's Church on earth ? Whether 
thej at all believe that it is the yerj ** communion 
of the body and blood of Christ^ — ^which the words 
we are considering so manifestlj imply ? 

One reason whj there is so great ignorance on 
this important subject, is this :— Most men do not 
suffer it to dwell at all in their thoughts; it is 
too serious for them, and therefore they are glad 
to dismiss it altogether. Others, perhaps, give it 
their attention, but the language in which the holy 
institution is described, both here and elsewhere, 
in Scripture, being confessedly difficult and myste- 
rious ; this, added to a confused notion of what is 
meant by a worthy and unworthy receiving the Holy 
Eucharist, leads them to regard it with doubt, if not 
with apprehension ; and they also remain practically 
ignorant, that '^ the cup of blessing^ which Christ's 
ministers '^ bless^^ is ^' the communion of the blood 
of Christ ""— that ''the bread which'' they ''breah, 
is the communion of the body of Christ^ How- 
ever, let the cause be what it may, the fact is evi- 
dent, that the Holy Sacrament is not sufficiently 
understood or valued, by the professing members of 
our Church. 

Now the question of the Apostle in the text, 
seems to invite us to a better knowledge of so pre- 
cious an ordinance, — that we should all examine 
more closely into its real nature. 

His words imply that Christ is in some manner 
Q 2 
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peculiarly present to the faithful communicant in 
the Lord's Supper, while they convey an assurance, 
that a high and spiritual privilege is there actually 
vouchsafed to him. 

Surely, then, on a matter so important to our 
soul's health, we should feel anxious to inquire, in 
what this blessed communion with our Lord con- 
sists, that so we may clearly understand in what sense, 
and in what manner, we are said to be partakers of 
his body and blood. 

But there remains another reason for making this 
inquiry, arising from the danger of being led at 
any future time into a false view of the nature of 
this communion, for this would be even worse than 
remaining in a state of complete ignorance and in- 
difference. 

You may have hitherto been spared from the 
craft and deceit of those who corrupt the written 
word, and have been mercifully permitted to wor- 
ship God in peace, in the way of our Protestant 
forefathers — ^but another Church, which once had 
great power in this kingdom, is again endea- 
vouring to obtain the ascendancy, again striving 
to spread her unscriptural teaching through our 
native land — ^and we have here, another reason 
for seeking a clear knowledge of the Truth, 
lest hereafter, through the weakness of our nature, 
and the cunning of our adversaries, we should be 
led into grievous error. 

Let us then briefly compare the false teaching 



BBBAD OF LIFE. — THE BOCK. 86 

of the Church of Rome on this great question 
with the Scriptural view held by the Church of 
England: — and, frst, the Church of Rome de- 
clares, "that in the Sacrament, there is really 
present the actual body and blood, together with the 
soul and divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
there is a change of the whole substance of 
bread into his body, and of the whole substance 
of the wine into his blood." * 

Now such a declaration as this is as opposed 
to the plain words of Scripture, — as it is plainly 
contradicted by our senses, — ^since we see and taste 
that the bread and wine after consecration, and 
when we actually receive them, still continue to be 
bread and wine, without any change or alteration 
whatever. Again, was it possible for Christ, 
when he appointed the Lord's Supper, to take 
his own body and his own blood into his own 
hands, and deliver them to every one of his 
Apostles ? Either could the Apostles themselves 
have understood our Saviour's command to drink 
his blood literally — when they were forbidden 
under the severest penalties to taste blood by the 
Law of Moses, of which law they had up to that 
time been strict observers ? Instead of this, they 
did not express the least surprise or reluctance, 
when Christ delivered to them the bread and wine, 
which they must have done, had they thought 

• Creed of Pius IV., Art 5. Council of Trent, A.D. 1551, 
Session xiiL Decree concerning the Eucharist, Canon I. 
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they were commanded to eat the real body, and 
drink the real blood of their Lord and Mast^. 

The bread and wine, therefore, must have been 
considered by them as signs or symbols of his death 
and blood-shedding ; and the words, " This is my body 
which is giveUy and this is my blood which is shed " 
— (his body not being yet broken, his blood not 
being yet shed) must have been understood, as 
figurative of what was about to happen, as they are 
now of what has actually happened. Moreover, 
our Saviour called the wine, after it was blessed, 
''the fruit of the vine;" (Matt. xxvi. 29,) which 
implied that no change had taken place in its real 
nature. And in the words which immediately 
follow the text, St. Paul says, " fFe are cUl partakers 
of that one bread^'* and again, in the eleventh 
chapter — " As oft as ye eat this bread ye do shew the 
Lord!s death till he come,^' So that it is still bread, 
and not Christ's flesh which we eat. 

Can we then doubt, that the words — " This is 
my bodyy and this is my bloody'^ upon which the 
Church of Rome pretends to support the doctrine 
of " transubstantiation," were used in^ a figurative 
sense, and must have been so understood by the 
Apostles to whom they were originally addressed ? 
Surely we must from our hearts agree with the de- 
cision of the Church of England in the Twenty- 
eighth Article, where it condemns this gross per- 
version of the Word of God, asserting " that the 
Romish doctrine of the change of the substance of 
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bread and wine, is opposed to the plain words of 
Scripture.** 

Further — ^it maintains in the same Article, " that 
this very doctrine has given rise to many supersti- 
tions." Now this will be equally dear, if we con- 
sider a second declaration of the Church of Rome, 
as regards the holy Sacrament, which professes — 
^Hhat in the consecration, or blessing the bread and 
wine by the priest, there is offered a true, proper, 
and propitiatory sacrifice for the living and the 
dead."* 

In answer to this, (in the Thirty-first Article) it 
sets forth the great Scripture truth, that, "the 
offering of Christ once made, is that perfect re- 
demption, propitiation, and satisfaction for all the 
sins of the whole world, both original and actual, 
and there is none other sacrifice for sin but that 
alone; wherefore the pretended sacrifices of the 
Romish Church, in which it is commonly said, 
that the priest did offer Christ, for the quick 
and the dead, to have remission for their pain 
and guilt, are blasphemous fables and dangerous 
deceits." 

In addition to this monstrous assertion of "a 
sacrifice being offered in the holy Sacrament," it is 
a custom in the Church of Rome, to carry about 
the bread, when it has been consecrated, in solemn 

• Creed of Pius IV., Art 5.--Council of Trent, A.D. 
1562, Sesdon xziL Conceroing the Bacrifioe of the Mass, 
Canon L 
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procession, to elevate it with superstitious oeremonj, 
and worship it in the same manner as thej would 
worship Christ himself. * 

Such practices as these are not wairanted bj 
Christ's ordinance, or by any authority of Scripture, 
but plainly take their rise from the false doctrine of 
'Hhe change of the bread and wine, into Christ's body 
and blood." The Church of England therefore, at 
the end of her Communion Service, strongly con- 
denms this idolatrous custom, declaring "that as the 
Sacramental bread and wine remain still in their 
very natural substances, they must not be adored 
(for that were idolatry to be abhorred of all faithful 
Christians) ; and the natural body and blood of 
our Saviour Jesus Christ are in heaven, and not 
here." 

So far then, we have considered the unscriptural 
teaching of the Church of Rome, and at the same 
time the declarations of a Church which condemns 
this teaching. Let us now briefly gather from her 
admirable Liturgy the true Scriptural sense which 
she attaches to our receiving the holy Sacra- 
ment. If we turn to the Communion Service, 
we find in the exhortation that the minister having 
first warned those who mind to come to the holy 
communion of the body and blood of our Saviour 
Christ, that they have need " diligently to try and 
examine themselves before they presume to eat of 

* Council of Trent, Session xiii. Concerning the worship 
to be paid to the Holy Sadrament, Canon YI. 
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that bread and drink of that cup," proceeds to set 
forth the benefit of receiving the Sacrament worthUj, 
i,e. ^^with a true penitent heart and lively faith ; " 
*^(for then we spirituallj eat the flesh of Christ, and 
drink his blood ; then we dwell in Christy and Christ 
in us; we are one with Christ, and Christ with us).** 
Here, at the commencement of the service, it is 
manifestly designed to shut out all idea of a corpo- 
real presence.* '* The dwelling of us in Christ, and 
of Christ in us ; " " our being one with Christ, and 
Christ with us," are the necessary consequences of 
this spiritual communion of Christ's body and 
blood. For by our dwelling in Christ is surely 
meant, our continuing in obedience to his laws ; and 
by Christ's "dwelling in us" is meant, the con- 
tinuation of his favourable presence with us. And 
" by our being one with Christ, and Christ with 
us,*' is meant, that in a spiritual sense we are more 
and more closely united to our Saviour, even as 
the members of the body are united to the head, 
and that we do from him receive those spiritual 
influences and gracious assistances by which our 
souls are strengthened and invigorated in holiness. 
These are the spiritual benefits we derive from a 
right partaking of Christ's appointed ordinance. 
He has himself told us, that " his fiesh is meat in- 
deedy and his blood is drink indeed;^ If sustenance 
and refreshment to the souls of men. While, in 
the text, St. Paul hath told us, if needs be, still 
* Bp. Mant, on the Communion Service. f John vi. 55. 
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more expressly, that " the cup which we bless is the 
communiony" that is, the communication to us of the 
blood of Christ, and the bread which we break, of 
the body of Christ ; meaning, " that by a faithful 
partaking of the holy Sacrament, we are admitted 
to a saying union with him, and, therefore, of the 
benefits procured to us by his death,** even ^^forgive- 
ness of our offencesy^* for Christ hath said, " This is 
my blood of the New Testament, which is shed for the 
remission of sins.^* * " An increase of the gracious 
Influences of the Holy Ghost ;^ for St. Paul affirms, 
" We are all made to drink into the same Spirit,** t 
" And everlasting life ; " for, " Whoso eateth his flesh 
and drinketh his blood, dweUeth in Christ, and he in 
him, and he wUl raise him up €Uthe last day.** ^ 

How well does all this consist with that spiritual 
eating the flesh of Christ, and drinking his blood, 
which the exhortation, at the first, declares to be 
the mode of communion with him ; and how per- 
fectly does it harmonize with that further intention 
of the holy Eucharist, for which we are reminded it 
was ordained, " To the end, that we should alway 
remember the exceeding great love of our Master, 
and only Saviour, Jesus Christ, thus dying for us, 
and the innumerable benefits which by his precious 
blood-shedding he hath obtained to us, he hath 
instituted holy mysteries, as pledgee of his love, 
and for a continual remembrance of his death, to our 
great and endless comfort." Again, in the conse- 

* Matt xxvi. 28. 1 1 Cop. xii. 13. J John yi. 54, 56. 
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oration prayer, we pray, " that receiving the crea- 
tares of bread and wine, according to our Saviour 
Jesus Christ's holy institution, in remembrance of 
his death and passion, we may be partakers of his 
most blessed body and blood." Here, again, we 
see nothing of a corporeal presence ; we behold 
^^the creatures of bread and wine," and we know 
them to be as yet no more. But we desire that 
they may be made to us ** the body and blood of 
Christ ; " that although they remain in substance 
what they were, yet, to the worthy receiver, they 
may be something more excellent, which nothing 
can effect but the Spirit of that Word which made 
all things out of nothing. 

The doctrine of the Gospel, and the doctrine of 
the Church of England, according to the Gospel, w, 
'Hhat the creatures of bread and wine, when conse- 
crated by holy prayer to God, to be used for a 
conmiemoration of Christ's death, though they do 
not cease to be what they were before, yet they 
begin to be something which thev were not before 
consecration :" that is, they become now to us, 
'^visible signs of an inward and spiritual grace;" 
and do not merely figure to us the breaking of his 
body, and the shedding of his blood, but are a pledge 
of that inward and spiritual grace which they 
represent. What that grace is, we are taught by 
the " Catechism of the Church of England," when 
it tells us that it is the " body and blood of Christ, 
which are verily and indeed received of the 'faithful' 
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in the Lord's Sapper : " that is, thej have a real 
part and portion given them in the death and suffer- 
ings of the Lord Jesus, whose body was broken, 
and blood shed for the remission of sins ; and they 
truly and indeed partake in the merits of his bloody 
sacrifice, whereby he hath obtained an eternal 
redemption for us. This is the meaning of this 
holy communion with Christ, and this '^spiritual 
eating and drinking,'' is once more plainly set forth 
in the concluding prayer ; after the Sacrament has 
been administered, — ^we pray " Almighty and ever- 
living God, we most heartily thank thee, for that 
thou dost vouchsafe to feed us, who have duly 
received these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food 
of the most precious body and blood of thy Son our 
Saviour Jesus Christ ; and dost assure us thereby 
of thy favour and goodness towards us ; and that we 
are very members incorporate in the mystical body 
of thy Son, which is the blessed company of all 
faithful people." • 

While in the Twenty-eighth Article, to which 
we have already referred, it is maintained — " that 
the body of Christ is given, taken, and eaten, after 
a spiritual and heavenly manner, and the mean 
whereby the body of Christ is received and eaten 
is faith." So that to such as rightly, worthily, and 
with faith receive the Sacrament — " the bread which 
we break is a partaking of the body of Christ, and 
likewise the cup of blessing is a partaking of the 
blood of Christ." 



BREAD OP LIFE. — THE BOCK. 93 

From these words, and from those expressions 
already mentioned in her Communion Service and 
Catechism, we cannot but learn, it is the design of ^ 
the Church of England to teach us, that Christ is 
in some especial manner present in the H0I7 Sacra- 
ment, to every sincere partaker of it. In short, 
that she fully allows the saying of our Blessed Lord, 
" Tahe^ eat, this is my body. Brink ye all of this, 
this is my blood" — to have some further meaning 
than a command merely to eat bread, and drink 
wine, in remembrance of his death and passion. 

This remembrance is one part of the design of 
our Lord's institution — but it is not all ; — She there- 
fore affirms, that in the blessed ordinance, "the 
body and blood of Christ are verily and indeed 
taken and received,'* and our souls thereby, in some 
mysterious manner, " strengthened and refreshed." 
She warns us indeed against the proud pretensions 
of the Church of Rome, but does not herself " shun 
to declare unto us all the counsel of God,* and calls 
upon us to believe in those holy mysteries, which his 
written word may contain. 

While, then, the Church of England supplies a 
dear exposition — so far as Scripture holds up a 
light — amply sufficient to satisfy every humble 
belieyer, with regard to the true meaning of the 
holy Sacrament, and the manner of Christ's pre- 
sence in it, yet, it may be useful to place before 
you, the expressive language of one of her most 
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learned and honoured defenders, as confirming this 
view. In explanation of the words of Christ, 
« This is my body''—'' This is my hlood^* he 
writes, " K we doubt what those admirable words 
may impart, let him be our teacher for their mean- . 
ing, to whom Christ himself was a schoolmaster ; 
let our Lord's Apostle be his interpreter, content 
we ourselves with his explication ; * my body^ * t?ie 
communion of my body ;' ' my bloody^ * ^e commu* 
nion of my blood:* Is there any thing more expe- 
dite, clear, and easy, than that as Christ is termed 
our life, because through him we obtain life ; so 
the parts of this Sacrament are his body and blood, 
because they are causes instrumental upon the 
receipt whereof, the participation of his body and 
blood ensueth? For that which produceth any 
certain effect, is not vainly nor improperly said to 
be that very effect, whereunto it tendeth. Every 
cause is in the effect which groweth from it. Oar 
souls and bodies quickened to eternal life, are 
effects, the cause whereof is the Person of Christ ; 
his body and blood are the true well-springs out of 
which this life fioweth. So that his body and blood 
are in that very subject whereunto they minister 
life ; not only by effect or operation, even as the 
influence of the heavens is in plants, beasts, men, 
and in everything which they quicken ; but also 
by a far more Divine and^ mystical kind of union, 

* Hooker's Ecclesiastical Polity.— Oxford Ed. Printed by 
Vincent, Chap, htxvii. Book v, pp. 4—6. 
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which maketh us one with Him, even as He and 
the Father are one." 

''The Beal Presence of Christ's most blessed 
body and blood is not therefore to be sought for in 
the Sacrament, but in the worthy receiver of the 
Sacrament. And with this the very order of our 
Saviour's words agreeth, — ^first, * Take and eat;^ 
then, ' This is my body which was broken for you .-' 
first, ' Drink ye aU of this, then followeth, ' This 
is my bhod of the New Testament^ which is shed 
for many for the remission of sins,' I see not which 
way it should be gathered by the words of Christ 
when and where the bread is his body, or the cup 
his blood; but only in the very heart and soul 
of him which receiveth them. . As for the Sacra- 
ments, they really exhibit, but for aught we can 
gather out of that -which is written of them, they 
are not really, nor do really contain in themselves 
that grace which with them, or by them, it pleaseth 
God to bestow. If on all sides it be confessed, 
that the grace of Baptism is poured into the soul of 
man, that by water we receive it, although it be 
neither seated in the water, nor the water changed 
into it ; what should induce men to think, that the 
grace of the Eucharist must needs be in the 
Eucharist before it can be in us that receive it ? 
The fruit of the Eucharist is the participation of 
the body and blood of Christ. There is no sentence 
of holy Scripture which saith, that we cannot by 
this Sacrament be made partakers of his body and 
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blood, except thej be first contained in the Sacra- 
ment, or the Sacrament converted into them. 
* This is my bodyy and ^ This is my blood,* being 
words of promise, sith (since) we all agree that by 
the Sacrament, Christ doth really and truly in ns 
perform his promise; why do we vainly trouble 
ourselves with so fierce contentions, whether by 
consubstantiation, or else by transubstantiation, the 
Sacrament itself be first possessed with Christ or 
no ? A thing which no way can either further or 
hinder us, howsoever it stand, because our partici- 
pation of Christ in this Sacrament dependeth on 
the co-operation of his omnipotent power, which 
maketh it his body and blood to us ; whether with 
change, or without alteration of the element, such as 
they imagine, we need not greatly to care or in- 
quire." 

" Take therefore that wherein all agree, and then 
consider by itself, what cause why the rest in 
question should not rather be left as superfluous, 
than urged as necessary. It is on all sides plainly 
confessed, first, that this Sacrament is a true and 
real participation of Christ, who thereby imparteth 
Himself, even his whole entire Person, as a mystical 
head, unto every soul that receiveth him, and that 
every such receiver doth thereby incorporate or 
unite himself unto Christ, as a mystical member of 
Him, yea, of them also whom he acknowledgeth to 
be his own. Secondly, that to whom the person of 
Christ is thus communicated, to them he giveth by 
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the same Sacrament, his Holy Spirit, to sanctify 
them as it sanctifieth Him which is that Head. 
Thirdly, that what merit, force, or virtue soever, 
there is in his sacrificed body and blood, we freely, 
fully, and wholly have it by this Sacrament. 
Fourthly, that the effect thereof in us, is a real 
transmutation of our souls and bodies from sin to 
righteousness, from death and corruption to immor- 
tality and life. Fifthly, that because the Sacra- 
ment being, of itself, but a corruptible and earthly 
creature, must needs be thought an unlikely instru- 
ment to work so admirable effects in man, we are 
therefore to rest ourselves altogether upon the 
strength of his glorious power who is able and will 
bring to pass, that the bread and cup which he 
giveth us shall be truly the thing he promiseth." 

Having thus set forth the nature of Christ's 
presence, and the benefits which the faithful par- 
taker receives from this spiritual communion with 
him, — ^in all which he illustrates and confirms the 
teaching of our Church, he further affirms of the 
Romish doctrine of transubstantiation, that it is 
" no where delivered in Holy Scripture.'* * 

While as touching the sentence of antiquity in 
this cause f he fully concludes from the early 
writings of the Church — " it appeareth not, that of 
all the ancient Fathers of the Church, any one did 
ever conceive or imagine other than only a mystical 

• Page 7. t Page 8. 



98 BREAD OF LIFE.-*THE BOOK. 

participation of Christ's both body and blood in the 
Sacrament."* 

And lastly, this learned and pious man, know- 
ing how in his time the holy mysteries we have 
been considering had been the subject of violent 
and unseemly dispute, wisely warns us with regard 
to the hidden things of Grod to prefer t " simplicity 
of faith before that knowledge which curiously 
sifting what it should adore, and disputing too 
boldly of that which the wit of man cannot search, 
chilleth for the most part all warmth of zeal, and 
bringeth soundness of belief many times into great 
hazard. Let it therefore be sufficient for me— 
he adds — ^presenting myself at the Lord's table, 
to know what there I receive from Him, without 
searching or inquiring of the manner how Christ 
performeth his promise ; let disputes and questions, 
enemies to piety, aba.tements of true devotion, and 
hitherto in this but overpatiently heard, let them 
take their rest ; let curious and sharp-witted men 
beat their heads about what questions themselves 
will, the very letter of the word of Christ giveth 
plain security, that these mysteries do, as nails, 
fasten us to his very cross, that by them we draw 
out, as touching efficacy, force, and virtue, even 
the blood of his gored side ; in the woimds of our 
Redeemer, we there dip our tongues, we are dyed 
red both within and without ; our hunger is satis- 
♦ Page 10. t Pages 12, 13. 
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fiedy and our tliirst for ever qumielied : thej 
are things wond^iil wbioh he feeleth, great which 
he seeth, and unheard of which he uttereth, whose 
soul is possessed of this Paschal Lamb, and made 
joyful in the strength of this new wine ; the bread 
hath in it more than the substanoe which our 
eyes behold, this cup hallowed with solemn bene- 
diction availeth to the endless life and welfare 
both of soul and body, in that it serveth as well 
for a medicine to heal our infirmities and purge 
our sins, as for a sacrifice of thanksgiving ; with 
touching it sanctifieth, it enlighteneth with belief, 
it truly conformeth us unto the image of Jesus 
Christ. What these elements are in themselves it 
skilleth not ; it is enough, that to me which take 
them, they are the body and blood of Christ ; his 
promise in witness hereof sufficeth : his word he 
knoweth which way to accomplish ; why should 
any cogitation possess the mind of a faithful com- 
municant but this, O my God, thou art true ; O 
my Soul, thou art happy ? ** 

May this happiness be yours ! And to this end, 
often ask yourselves the solemn question in the 
text,— enquire for yourselves, and meditate on its 
true meaning. 

And may the Holy Spirit lead you to a right and 
full understanding of its importance to your soul's 
health ! so that those who have come to this holy 
ordinance may learn to value it more highly, and those 
who have hitherto neglected it, may be taught how 
H 2 
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inestimable are the blessings they have despised. 
Then should we realize in one holy fellowship, that 
blessed communion (of which the Apostle speaks) 
here on earth, and become indeed ^^faidiftd par* 
takers of that one bread; ** until at length it would 
be perfected in heaven, where Christ shall summon 
all true believers into his immediate presence, and 
join them to the happy communion of the '' saints 
in Ught/' 

COLLECT. 

O Almightt God, who hast knit together thine elect 
in one communion and fellowship in the mystical body 
of thy Son Christ our Lord : Grant us grace so to 
follow thy blessed saints in all virtuous and godly 
living, that we may come to those unspeakable joys, 
which thou hast prepared for them that love thee, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 



THE END. 
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** As God creates only what is good, so reason, before the 
fall, was pure and perfect reason, and adequate to its 
proper objects. 'I^eason is that faculty in the intellect 
of man which combines ideas, and from their combination 
concludes their due result; and if the ideas are certain 
and conclusive, the deductions will be the same.' This 
faculty in man, at its first creation, had none but right 
objects for its exercise, and it had a perfect and true 
power to form and collect ideas from those objects, and 
to obtain just conclusions by them. There was then no 
cloud thrown over the objects, and no darkness in the 
faculty which was to be employed about them; but they 
perfectly corresponded with each other, and led all the 
I>owers of the soul into truth. Moreover, this happy 
state of reason consisted, not only in the purity and 
justice of its formation, but in its constant communion 
with Him, who is Uncreated Rectitude, and who points 
it to himself, as to its final object or end. 

** Upon the fall, this beautiful scene of light, truth, and 
peace immediately changed ; reason now flowed from a 
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dark, depraved, and agitated intellect, and of course her 
ratiocinations were no longer carried on either with God, 
through God, or to God; having forfeited communion 
with him, and insensible of the greatness of that benefit, 
boldly owning no assistances from him, it preposterously 
endeavours to collect bright ideas of spiritual things from 
a benighted world of matter, and to form certain and 
exact conclusions of truth without correspondence with 
the God of truth ; it is so blind, that it doth not know 
that its faculty has lost its original certainty, and that the 
mind and everything ahout it Is shut up ' in a darkness 
which may he felt ; * it is often at a loss upon the most 
trifling earthly subjects about its own powers and 
existence, and clashes with itself in each individual, and 
with its own operations in other men. All the debates 
and controversies in the world prove the weakness and 
insufficiency, and thence the fall of reason; in affaini 
where men have no other guide, and lawfully appeal to 
reason, they often differ strangely, and rather guess at, 
than produce, right conclusions. In this humiliating 
condition, however, reason rejects the very notion of its 
impotence and depravity, though proved by every 
circumstance of natural, moral, and intellectual evil, and 
ventures to act, from itself, concerning Divine affairs, in a 
manner which it ought not to do, and certainly would not 
do, if it were not depraved; while bitter experience 
teaches us that all the other faculties, the passions and 
affections, become partakers of this degeneracy of the 
mind. 

" We may see then, what reason is, ito our present faUen 
state; that instead of being luminous, as at firsts it is dark 
and degraded ; and, instead of being free to commend all 
righteousness to the animal frame, it is, and often has. 
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become a alave to those mean and sordid appetites, which 
sin corrupted, and which, for sin, must perish in the grave. 
From hence, too, we may see one great cause of all human 
error, even upon the natural objects of sense ; and what 
mistakes must necessarily arise, when this principle is 
suffered to come as a rule of criterion in spiritual things. 
Surely that which is now become a false medium for 
vision is very ill qualified to correct our sight Who could 
have believed, but for the existence of the fact, that this 
glass of reason should have refracted such different 
colours as Arianism, Tritheism, Sabellianism, and Deism, 
from the same ray of pure and uncorrupted light? And 
yet, this is the case, as perhaps the following considerations 
may show : — 

<< The principal ground of the Socinian error consists in 
this one point, — ^the submitting of the Bible to what they 
suppose to be reason, instead of submitting this reason to 
the Revelation of God in the Bible. Socinians profess to 
receive the Bible as the truth of God, yet they reject those 
most distinguishing principles, on which the whole of the 
Bible stands. To say that the Bible is the truth of God, 
which must be certitude itself, as such, and yet to deny its 
peculiar doctrines, because poor, fallible worms cannot 
measure or bring them down to the full comprehensioo of 
their fiMulties, is a bold contradiction in itself, and just as 
absurd, as the conduct of that man would be, who should 
refuse to receive food, as food, merely because he cannot 
explain how it is so. 

** If reason could explain any one thing in the world, 
there might be the more pretence for all this wisdom* 
above what is written ; but as no man can unravel the 
multiform mysteries in nature, and yet allows their 
existence ; it becomes the more inexcusable in any who 
receive the Word of God, as such, to quarrel with its 
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doctrines because they cannot define tbem. What have 
been the results of natural, unaided reason in the Socinian 
world? a train of doctrines which invalidate all revelation; 
in the first place, they will not allow that God has ^ven 
a true account of himself, nor of Christ, nor of man, nor 
of heaven, nor of hell ; in fine, they would reason the 
Word of God out of its own truths ; the people of God 
out of all their hopes and comfort ; and themselves, out of 
any claim to heaven, but by their own rational virtues, 
which neither they, nor any body else, by mere human 
power, can truly and properly perform. 

" The whole Socinian hypothesis, both in matter and 
conduct, is utterly opposed to that comprehensive plan, 
which the Apostle has laid down in 1 Cor. i. 17, to the 
last verse of chap, iii." — Hora SoUtarite, 



B. 

In the midst of troubles, of whatever kind they may be, 
whether nature be laid waste, or kingdoms be overthrown, 
whether friends forsake, or enemies rise up, it is a source 
of especial comfort to consider the " kingly office " of Christ. 
Who, indeed, amongst his believing people, could for a 
moment doubt his watchful and superintending care, as 
the great Shepherd of his Church ? Still, in the hour of 
immediate danger, it is encouraging to look up to Him, as 
One, who alone " maketh wars to cease in all the world; 
who hreaketh the how, and cutteth the spear in sunder, and 
bumeth the chariots in the fire;"* to consider "his 
mighty acts, his wondrous works, and the glorious majesty 
of his kingdom;**^ **to tell it out among the heathen, 
that the Lord reigneth, who hath made the round world so 

* Ps. xlvi. 9. t Ps. cxlv. 10, 11, 12. 
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fast that it cannot be moved, and that He shall judge the 
people righteously ;" * and to have our thoughts carried 
on from mere earthly Revolutions f to that great and final 
change, when **The kingdoms of the world shall become 
the kingdoms of our Lord, and his Christ, and He shall 
reign for ever and ever" 

We thus seem to realize to ourselves, more vividly, the 
sense of his Almighty power, and feel Him to he the 
•* Fortress, the Shield, the Deliverer of his people ; their 
Defender, in whom they may for ever trust" J. And it is, 
at least, a cheering reflection for the memhers of our 
beloved Church, that, on the Sabbath which followed 
the arrival of tidings § the most alarming for the peace of 
Europe, that have for a long while reached our shores ; in 
addition to her oft repeated public acknowledgment of the 
Majesty of Christ, in her noble " hymn of praise,'* — 

" Thou art the King of Glory : O Christ. 

" Thou sittest at the right hand of God : in the Glory 
of the Father. 

" Day by day: we magnify Thee ; " — (Te Deum) ; 
Besides her supplication in the "Litany Service," (expressly 
addressed to the Second Person in the ever blessed Trinity,) 
imploring that it would please Him " to defend and pre- 
serve our Queen ; " "to bless and keep his people," and 
" give to all nations, unity, peace, and concord," || with the 
full declaration of repose and confidence in Him, as " the 
Author of peace, and lover of concord ; " (John xiv. 27) ; 

This humble, trustful petition, was also offered up by 
some ten thousand of her congregations : — 

* Ps. xcvi. 10 ; xcvii. 1. 
t See an excellent tract, "The Great Revolution," pub- 
lished by B. Wertheim. % Ps. cxliv. 2. 
§ Feb. 25.— Intelligence of the French Revolution. 
11 1 Tim. ii. 1, 2, 3. 
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" O Lord God, who seest that we put not our trust in any 
thing that we do, mercifully grant, that hy thy power we 
may be defended against all adversity, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord " * (Collect for Sexagesima Sunday) ; 

And on the Sabbath which immediately preceded; 
While it was acknowledged, '* that we justly deserve to be 
punished for our offences," we besought the Lord, that " He 
would mercifully deliver us by his goodness, for the glory 
of his name, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth 
and ' Reigneih * with the Father, and the Holy Ghost, 
world without end." (Collect for Septuagesima Sunday.) 



The typical instruction afforded us by "Moses lifting 
up the brazen serpent in the wilderness,'' is indeed remark- 
able. Does the sinner enquire the way of salvation, does he 
desire to be healed of the spiritual wounds which sin has 
inflicted upon his soul ? Here, in this miracle, is an answer, 
which the most uneducated cannot misunderstand, or the 
most learned improve upon ; here is the plain and simple 
Gospel, it is the "looking to Jesus "f it is the fixing the eye 
of a trusting faith upon him, % upon all that he has done, 
upon all that he has suffered, like the gaze of the 
Israelites, which alone effected the cure. It matters not 
how much human systems, mere man's teaching, may firom 
time to time, have added to this wondrous mode of healing, 
which our Great Physician has set before us. If we are 
really in earnest, really anxious for the salvation of our 
souls, we shall never be satisfied without seeking the way 
of eternal life, from the lips of the Divine Founder of our 
religion himself. He has proclaimed, " that, as Moses 
* 2 Chron. xiv. 11. f Heb. xiL L f Heb. iii. 1. 
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Ufted up the serpent in the toUdemest, even so mutt iha 
Son of man he Ufted up^ that whosoever heUeveth on him^ 
should not perish^ hut have everlasting life," * He here 
plainly teaches this great, this hlessed and saving truth ; 
that, as the wounded Israelites found health and life 
only hy looking on the hrazen serpent^ so in all ages, and 
under all circumstances, the sinner, who, directed hy the 
prevailing influences of the Spirit of God, fixes the eye of 
a true and living faith upon a crucified Redeemer, upon a 
" Saviour lifted up; " f That sinner, shall find a remedy for 
all his wounds and all his misery, he shall find pardon^ 
and life, and peace* 



D. 

The successive rise and fall of the great empires of the 
world which, equally with the eventful history of God's 
chosen people, have formed the subject of Scripture pro- 
phecy — bear testimony to the exactitude of the Divine 
decrees, — affording undeniable evidence that there is a 
God who " ordereth all things after the counsel of his own 
will/' 

With regard to the Jews, this is strikingly manifest; 
other prophets had pointed to the judgment that hung 
over them, and their final dispersion ; but it was reserved 
for Him, who once ^^wept " over their devoted city, saying, 
*< Jerusalem^ Jerusalem^ how often would I have gathered 
thy children together, as a hen gathereth her chickens 
under her wiisgs, and ye would not.** It was for Him, to 
make known with a tremendous accuracy the whole of the 
calamities which were approaching, and the intensity ol 

• John m. 14. t John xii. 32. 
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the " desolation " which awaited her. The general im- 
portance, moreover, and awful character of our Lord's 
prophecy, contained in the twenty-fourth chapter of 
St. Matthew's Grospel, infinitely goes beyond that of all 
former' predictions : shewing that, as He excelled other 
prophets in all other spiritual gifts and graces, so was He 
eminently illustrious in this also. The whole of it relates 
more immediately to the destruction of Jerusalem ; but it 
is plain that the forms of expression and the images em- 
ployed, are significant of a series of events, which are to 
precede the great consummation of all things.* As to 
the primary description of this prophecy, — ^it so perfectly 
agrees with its accomplishment, as related by the Jewish 
historian Josephus, that they are exact counterparts of 
each other; the dreadful and almost incredible cala- 
mities endured by the inhabitants during the siege, not only 
from the fire and sword of the enemy without, but from 
famine and pestilence and continued massacres within, con- 
vince us, that the strong terms used by our Lord do not 
go beyond the truth. 

It may be, that the present generation, that those now 
living — myriads of whom, alas ! will be as regardless, as 
unprepared, as the inhabitants of the world in the days of 
Noah,— shall behold the astounding realities of those things 
which, our Lord foretells, are yet to come to pass. Into 

* It is by no means uncommon in the prophetical writings, 
that two subjects, a principal and a subordinate one, should 
be carried on together. In this manner our Saviour here 
seems to hold out the destruction of Jerusalem, which is bis 
first subject, as a type of the dissolution of the world, which 
is the more remote part of the representation. This general 
remark is a key to the whole prophecy, and will afford an 
easy solution to several difficulties that occur in it.'-Bishap 
Porteus. 
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these things, with their appointed times and seasons, many 
pious and learned men have long anxiously desired to look ; 
and some have ventured to scrutinize even too closely the 
contents of that Book, which an Evangelist was permitted 
to behold, only in a vision ; and of which he affirmed, that 
" no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth, 
was able to open, neither to look thereon : hut only the Lion 
of the tribe of Judah, the root of David, had prevailed 
to open it, and to hose the seven seals thereof** (Rev. 
y. 3, 5.) While the more humble of God's people, 
'< who love his appearing ; " Their eyes almost fail with 
looking upward, and longing for his salvation,* still 
they believe, that though it tarry, it wiU surely come; 
**for yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, 
and will not tarry " f They feel, that it is time for 
Him to lay to his hand, for the ungodly have destroyed 
his law; X since there is ** a certain measure of iniquity," 
which, when nations or individuals have filled np, 
the destroying angel is sent forth and executes his 
dreadful commission ; and they must needs think that such 
a day of vengeance is at hand, and "then shall the end 
come ; " to this end they anxiously look forward, " When 
the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: 
and the dead in Christ shall rise first: then they which are 
alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in 
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air : and so shall they 
ever be with the Lord.** Meanwhile, " they comfort one 
another with these words,** The "signs of the times,** 
moreover, are sufficiently portentous to add strength 
and fervour to their hope, and their Lord hath 
freely made known to them a test for their warning 
and guidance, to try whether the day of his " ap- 
* Psalm cxix. 123. f Heb. x. 37. % Psalm cxix. 126. 
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pearing " la indeed ** nigh,'* " Now learn a parable of 
the fig-tree ; When his branch is yet tender, and ptUteth 
forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh : so likewise ye, 
tbhen ye shdU see aU these things, know that it is near, even 
at the doors" * The period which He had just he* 
fore descrihed, as immediately preceding his approach, 
is to he one of deep <' tribulation," marked hy violent con- 
vulsions amongst the ^^ nations of the earth" And are not 
such things around us now, and even at our doors f 

A minister of our *' Church " who has recently 
suggested some valuahle << Thoughts/' f which we 
should do well to profit by, strikingly enumerates the 
convulsions by which the world is at present << shaken" 
" Switzerland has been, and continues to he, a kind of 
great cauldron, boiling over with the elements of strife. 
The volcanoes of Italy and Sicily are but too faith&l 
representatives of their moral and political state. Prussia 
is partially agitated, and hut for the wise and firm hand of a 
most enlightened monarch, would be, perhaps, universally so. 
In Austria, there is a hot strife between the old principles of 
Government and the new. Spain and Portugal are the 
very play-ground of revolution, and France is a third time 
its terrible battle-field. I say nothing of the conflicting 
principles which continue to heave and ferment in our own 
land ; nor do I bid the reader look at the elements of trouble 
in the West, Brazil, Mexico, the United States, and the 
Canadas. We ought not, however, to shut our eyes on the 
decrepitude of the great Euphratean power in the West, 
the empire of Turkey, which has so long been gradually 
< drying up,' % The most hasty glance at these various 

* Matt. xxiv. 32, 33. 

t "Thoughts for the Lent Season of 1848." By the Rev. 
C. £. Kennaway. F. & J. Rivington. % Rev. xvi. 12. 
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parts of the world, may convince us, that the features of 
the last days are everywhere heginning to appear." 

He then presses on us the great duties of " watchfulness " 
and " prayer,*' self-denial and works of mercy,* as especially 
urgent upon us at the present crisis, rememhering our 
Lord's admonitions, " Watch, therefore, for ye hnow not what 
hour your Lord doth come** And, again, *' Be ye aiso ready, 
for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man comeih" 

Yes, though " our Lord tarry and delayeth his coming,** 
we have still need to be ready. As Christian soldiers, we 
must be ready, for whatever may be the threatenings of the 
world, of this, at least, we may he assured, that we have 
spiritual enemies who in these last days may rage still 
more terribly against us ; for " we fight n ot on ly against 
principalilies, against powers, against the rulers of the dark- 
ness vf this world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places,'* We must, therefore, " take unto us the whole 
armour of God, that we may be able to stand in the evil 
day, and having done all, to stand" f 

It may be, that '< the enemy wiU come in like a flood: ** 
but in such an hour, " the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up a 
standard against him.** X 

We may be '* compassed round** on every side, and 
earthly help may seem utterly to fail, still, we must **fear 
not,'* for, ** they that be with us are more than they that be 
with them" Only let us persevere in prayer, and our eyes 
shall be opened to see, like Elisha's servant, the guardian 
power that surrounds us; when, at his master's prayer, he 
was made sensible of the angelic hosts placed for their 
defence; and he "looked, and, behold, the mountain was 
full of horses and chariots of fire round about them"% 

* The perpetual " Fast " which God has chosen. (Isaiah 
Iviii. 6—12. 
t Eph. vi. 12, 13. : Isa. lix. 10. § 2 Kings vi. 16, 17. 



A FORM OF PRAYER 

TO 

ALMIGHTY GOD, 

FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF PEACE AND TKANftUILLITY. 

(Just publishedj/or the use qfall Churches and Chapels in 
England and Wales.) 

<* O God, whose never failing providence ordereth all things 
both in heaven and earth ; we Thine unworthy servants most 
humbly beseech Thee to continue thy favour to this land, and 
to preserve us alike from foreign enemies and domestic 
divisions. We acknowledge, O Iiord, that if Thou wert.to 
deal with us after our sins, or reward us according to our 
iniquities, we might most justly have fallen under Thy wrath 
and indignation. For in our prosperity we have too much 
forgotten Thee ; other lords besides Thee have had dominion 
over us ; we have offended against Thy holy laws, and have 
not glorified Thee, in whose hand our breath is, and whose 
are all our ways. Thou hast said in Thy holy Word, that 
when Thy judgments are upon the earth, the inhabitants of 
the world will learn righteousness; and now we beseech 
Thee so to incline the hearts of the people of this land, that 
they may bear one another's burthens, and follow the things 
that make for peace, and have love one towards another. 
And do Thou, Lord, of Thy great mercy, restore to us such 
prosperity, that we may not sow much, and bring in little, but 
that Thou mayest bless us in whatsoever we set our hand 
unto; and that our people may eat their own bread with 
quietness. Above all, teach us so to acknowledge Thee, the 
Author and Giver of all good, that we may live in Thy faith 
and fear, setting our affections on things above, and seeking 
first Thy heavenly kingdom, through Jesus Christ our Lord ; 
to whom, with Thee and the Holy Ghost, be honour and 
glory, world without end. Amen.^ 
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